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HE CRYING SINS 


Piouſly intended for Corre&ing the 
Errors of this. Vicious zm| | 
which, under the Name of Chri- 
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] 
ing your Duſt 4 Clay, enamour'd 
with pu Filt Corruption, and 
— yentyrigg their Souls far the 
vurch3 Ee, chil aven 
they have pen uader their feet, and 
trample — — on the moſt: 
by Nape 0 G ile _th - 
lo fol. Ea © 4 fo 
to that impiety, that da. little 
regard to the Commandments, —_— 


in they are ſtriftly {= a n'd not.go Tak 


Folk of how him, but with all -o ag 


and Rev they, lay aſide 
_ ob: pions | Gb Jidned and Shame, 
$2 Ch O al 


Copper, 


beg gap oy Ir own 
yain, idle and! Wits ed. ends ! "I 


For where-catr i min * turn, but his 


Ears are Fu. nr pom pb 
fides, with horrid neat athy, 
bl 


frightful Cuyfin - e Blaf: 
emies ; ; enough to make a man think, 

's encompaſs'd rather. with<vi 

rits and Fiends, than Meri:who 
6s themſelves: Chriſtans ? +8 fare not 


with 


of Men to-walk on; but, behold;they 
over-theirheads; admin. 
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The Friendly Bonitod,, 3 
with theſe Prophanations they give aRe- 
liſh ttheir Sports and\Entertaintients? 
With theſe they fer off Their Roe - 
Narratives $ theſe -they* mix « 
theiv Cups 3; with theſe": they- -ſatiſs 
their Debauches - '*Withy. theſe: wy 
add terrbr-to their: Pubtiohs,” 
their! Commands,” -anthoriry 26 hdr 
Quarrels; . and if- theivery' Hot&Fand 
Dogs are not rexJþ-8t the' < of their 
Huthog, ' are not "theſe madeivſe of for 
Spar and Whips ?* Heaven and Hell'at& 
immediately ſtirr*d\up,- and netwitho 
ſtanting>the Grekt Glf-that 38 betwixe 
them, ithey-bring/God and the 'Nevil t0- 


peiber in-one breath, - 7.23 {hg 903418 
\'This'is an excelient:Chara@tr' tow 
of Sv in, that prabenids' to believer 
e hit." He ſays expreflys/ 


Thow. fat wot - pro yooges Name of \ thy 


Goa, Deut. 19, 12. andphey ſpare nos 
his Name-evea 1n ar ey of propiſa- 
iohs 3 taking/it.o their mouths, 
its:di ging/if in- 

"ie ets, to ſes az the Gay 


+ The Friennly Nonita).. 
ay to you, Swear :not NG et! 'by 
wy og by Earth; Matth,' 5.3 34. 
wether by any pther Oath, 25 his {poſt 
Kids, Tam. 5,12. And;they, like per- 
yverſe.and rebellious Children, mix their 
Oaxths.with all their difcpurſes;; ſwear 
by .and Earth, and call in.God, 
and-all that is Sacred, to witneſs the 
TN fe imgertans, -die, and 
often Iee. 
- pee a miſery, that men 
propre. thgs 


for ocpet et- their Duty, contre 

their Pro - pprack and ſo grieyouſly 

of their. God?) their God, -ythom 
the Angels adore, ' before whoſe Throne 
allthe Heavenly Spirits fall down and 
—_— Ss te 2 and Donated 
Pr to HIS ame for-brer-gi 
ever : He it is, theſe Men-Rand- before 
without Reyerence.qr.awe, and ſq little 
think of Praj that. they; are con- 
tinpally belching out againſt. bigr” Ine 
juries and Contempts, under-all the va+ 
of Oath#and.Swearing, that their 
rk nc d Folly, cah ſuggeſt ta}, them. 
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Che Friendly Bonito, »% 
ger t6'be wiſh'd, that thefe Scandalons 
Sinners would rather forget him, ſince 
they remember him ſo often, for no-0- 
ther end, than to Swear by him and Pro- 
phane his Name. 

And how wretched an abuſe is this of 
the Gifts of God ! For why did hegive 
man a Tongue and Speech, but to be 
the Yoice of all other creatures, for 
himſelf and them to give Thanks and 
Praiſe, and in humble Prayers, to petiti- 
on for relief in all his Neceſſities > And 
inſtead of this, theſe men haye de- 
graded themſelyes beneath all other 
creatures, taking part with the very 
Devils, and, in their language, diſho- 
noring their God, and blaſpheming the 
hand that made them, | 

Thus by their frequent Oaths and 
habitual Swearing they offend againſt 
the Lord of Heaven, and in proportion 
co the Crime committed againſt him, 
are likewiſe injurious to themſelves, 
For firſt, is it not moſt evident, that by 
this deteſtable Vice, they ſhut the hand 
of the. divine Bourity, and deptive 
thetnſelyes of that Fatherly ProteZtic 
and thofe Heavenly Graces, with which 


*s Le 4 ROO 
1$,wong to. aſliſt and- bleſs his, Ser- 
k dh how, can they we his 
Gifts: who. thus, at. every tyrg, are ſo 
aftronting to. the Giver, > Have they 
not rather reaſon to fear, they are caſt 
off. and forſaken by. him, whony , they 
havefirſt thus wretchedly forſaken? . 
cid»; They make-themſelves incapable 
ſaying...ther,,.Prayers, For ,with 
what. face can they, appear. before the 
Lord, and .ask .bim; Favors, . whom in 
Chgir. ordinary diſcourſes they ſo yi- 
lity and contemn.? How . can they ſay 
Our... Father, and falute him with that 
'Title.of love, whoſe Honor they tram- 
ple under their feet, -and to whom they 
ſhew no more reſpe&, than is due to 
theworlt of enemies? And when they 
ſay, Hallow'd be thy Name, muſt not their 
Conſciencesneceſlarily turn upon them ? 
For. how can they ſeriouſly pray,that his 
Name may be Hallow'd, that is, Bleſſd 
and Praſ'd by all Creatures, who make 
iy their common. practice -to- diſhonor 
and, prophane it?, They, by their un- 
\Speeches, are making it contem- 
e.to-the world, and then in their 


rayers ſay  Hallowd be thy Name, 
re PT F — 4&0 2k 
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What: greg? Th can) there; be 
than, this? M elſaz.2.ar, with 

aged ſo, i inbagn ious Banquet, 


Das, a F Fo. Ye pra the param 
the, 'Veſe ns 7 arty W | 
broughg| ol a, amongſ his, 
and. ubiges,, ;and drank 

Prailgs 40 his Gods of Silver and 
of,Gold 2. Such a. Prayer for's; 


thale. Veſſels. whilſt he was in 
at of Prophaning , them, would. (nt 


been the only way to outdothe deyoti- 
ons of our .. Swearing Chriſtians, who 
Rea | if .they pray at; all; that.the 
we of God. may be ballow'd , and 
—_— their next breath prophane-it d- 
midſt. their Cups and. Concubines z.and 
if it be for their advantage to have it- 
brought, forth on the Counter, to gain 
credit to their falſe Proteſtations, Fcru- 
ple not by repeated Qaths, to. Jacrifice. | 
it. to their Intereſt 'to their Gads' of, 
Silver and Gods of4Gold, , Lhmh- Age 
ſhazzar-like, with-4 EIT, MM dip | ) 
they pollute tha, which. 4 be” 
and have no oth 


3 Cho -Fulenidly' Ponitox, 
Raſh and Heedleſs-Howor, by which as 


they Swear; {o they Pray they kmw mor 
what; But that Hand;: Thich ry won 


oy nt Pp 
ide Coles wo Det Deſtiny 


one z and tho they, Blind al 
Sinners obſerve i not z 'yet it 
witt,one Gay, be produc'd againſt them ; 
and "then, when in the' Severity of the 

rt, they t6o/late begin to ſee 
the ke their Sids,; _ wilf fol- 
low, but ted Cries of Defpair, -in- 
ſkead of R tice? Brit Heaverr wilt 
be then'ss Deaf to (their Cries as they 
had been before to all! Its Invitations to 


ameridment. 

But let us ſuſpend their Sentence 2 
little, while we view another part of 
their Crime, and that is'the Sin of Cxr- 
fog, ,which commonly hangs to the for- 
mer; for Sweari Ot Cofer for the 
moſt- | ; and have this 

ers, by diſho- 
\"=wY ſeem todif. 
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the other, they go to the Devil. © And 
this is moſt abominable in all its bran- 
ches, For- 1. if we conſider thoſe,-who 
on light and trivial occaſiorts throw out 
Crrfes againſt themſelves, at every turn 
calling for Playzes, the Devil and Dam 
nation on = rig heads; what gree- 
ter Madnefs' can there pollibly be 
than this ? To fee men, who, beſides 
being bound by the Law of Nature 
and of God; to preſerve theriſtives, 'are 
otherwiſe io tender and nice; "evert to 
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be no ypgrateful. Exchange to-ſych, of 
thein Ine. Friends, who :,would be 
more contented to ſee. in them an 1nm- 
cent, [than a Wicked Exgazy:,, And how: 
ever they may, think It more . Aanly 
and Great. to play, wth. - Hell-re and 
Damnation, than with, Sirems, Paper.or 
Ribbauds; = certaiply, theſe are the 
more harm ls, and 4 think no Jeſs. be. 


CO g 3, linge all the Greatneſs, that.is 


former,, is.qnly.) kl the Swelling 
of # CneMOus, wth nothing h grow. big 


Fog . but wich nory Poyſer.. 


we lopk on the Dd 1N.4e- 
of their eigbbour,. '4hey. are of all 


the, a Uncharitable, thozthis.indeed 
be no-more-than a Conſequence of their 
forider,Crime : for-they. that are thus 
their; own enemies, as to pray for the 
worlt of evils on themſelves, cannot be 
well expected to ſay, better Prayers for 
their Neighbors, And;therefore it is, on 


Bk ſtProyocation,youmay,hear them 
' g for. all the Plagzes, - Devils and 


Pamy on. gvery.qng that ſtands. in 
Pom hat thwarts, their bumay, 


ir theleal(t injurious to th 
are Their Seconds A. "al ga. 
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The Friendly Ponit92. xx 
occaſions t9 revenge every affront offer'd 
co their Cravat-ſtring,Perriwigor Toes: 
ſo that a man'muſt walk very cautiouſ- 
ly to eſcape having the Deyil let, log 
at him ſome time in the day. For the! 
men have him ioready in their mouths, 
that he ſeems to be kennePd. there, 
and the-leaſt occaſion makes him fly out 

And this is: an excellent ſort of Gol- 
pel-Spirit now, which is as exact -in ob- 
ſerving the Precepts of Chriſt, as the 
worlſt of Heathens could deſire, He ſays; 
Love your Enemies, Math. 5. 44. an 
a little thing ſerves to make them Cxr/e 
their Friends, He ſays, Bleſs them that 
Curſe you, and their Bleſſing is of 
Plagues and Devils, He ſays, Do good 
to them that hate you; and their good 
is, to wiſh them confounded with Eter- 
nal Evils. He ſays, Pray for them 
which deſpitefully uſe you , and their 
Prayer is a Hearty Dam ye. [Thus they 
defeat the moſt fundamental Maximp 
of Chriſtianity, and make the enemi 
of the Goſpel blaſpheme the Holy 

ame, which they profeſs, _ ' 

And is not this a moſt abqiniaable 
and ſcandalous Praftice, 'for men thus 

| to 
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to trample on' that Law, which they 
pretend to' follow, and, 'vpon evety 
provocation, to turn their” ahger a- 
gainſt God ? What mercy can they ex- 
pet from bim, whom they thus un- 
worthily offend ? And with what con- 
fuſſon muſt they one day appear before 
him, whoſe Natne they have ſo wick- 
edly prophan'd,* whoſe Honor they have 
expos'd to Scorn and Contempt, whoſe 
Commandments they have broken with- 
out temorſe? Will not then all their 
vain and raſh Oaths, their deteſtable 
Curſes riſe up in Judgment againſt them, 
and that Damnation, they have ſo often 
wiſh'd to others, fall to their own ſhare ? 
This, there's too much reaſon to fear, 
will be their unhappy lot, if they take 
not care to reform theſe Vices in time, 
and ſhake off theſe ill habits, before 
Death ſummons them to appear before 
their Lord. Will it not therefore be a 
labor well beſtow'd, if by ſincere en- 
deavours and a ſeaſonable Repentance 
they,ſtrive to prevent this doom of mi- 
ſery ? For my part, the Zeal I have for 
God's Honor, and the Compaſſion due 
to my Neighbors and Brechren in _ 
5 


AA = nc = 6£zaqz9 


© _ eG cms os tak. 0oAD 
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couls diftrefs, make 'me heartily defire& 
they: would turn their thoughts and eni- 
deavours this way. I wiſh were in 
my Pomer'to contribute -to'this Com- 
mon good:2:4 dare not "preſume to di- 
mt; however, if 1 lay before them 
fome Means, or/Helps, I;hope Chriſtian 
Charity will be ſufficient to-excuſe me. 

I am very ſenſible, how difficult ir is 
{0 overcome an /! Habit ; and yet L am 
perſuaded, there's no body,-that ſets 
bimfelf ſeriouſly about this work, with 
theapplication due to ſo great an affair; 
bur, by the Bleſſing of Heaven, will 
foon' gain ground, and by degrees be- 
come entire- Maſter of himſelf : But 
then 3 MTE5.. 22448. 10) Wet 4 2240 
1. He muſtmot fail, in frequent and 
fervent Prayers, daily to beg the ati 
ance of. the'Divine Grace;iawhich is the 


but which all. qur endeavours will 
certainly: be. fruitleſs. He muſt 
with' David, - cry out, - Make "heſd | * 

God, to deljveri me, mate Hut te me, 
0” Lord';1'PE 10. and as eften-1 

that. the: Seraphim, that' touch'd the 
clean lips of 1/x5a, Iſa."6, 6, will 
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6aly:Remedy of all our evils, and with 
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to trample on' that Law, which they 
pretend to' follow, and, pon evety 
provocation, to turn their' atger a- 
gainſt God ? What mercy can they cx- 
pett from him, whom they thus un- 
worthily offend ? And with what con. 
fuſſon muſt they one day appear before 
him, whoſe Name they have ſo wick- 
edly prophan'd,* whoſe Honor they have 
expos'd to Scorn and Contempt, whoſe 
Commandments they have broken with- 
out remorſe? Will not then all their 
vain and raſh Oaths, their deteſtable 
Curſes riſe up in Judgment againſt them, 
and that Damnation, they have ſo often 
wiſh'd to others, fall to their own ſhare ? 
This, there's too much reaſon to fear, 
will be their unhappy lot, if they take 
not care to reform theſe Vices in time, 
and ſhake off theſe ill habits, before 
Death ſummons them to appear before 
their Lord. Will it not therefore be a 
labor well beſtow'd, if by ſincere en- 
fdeavours and a ſeaſonable Repentance 
they,ſtrive to prevent this doom of mi- 
ſery ? For my part, the Zeal I have for 
God's Honor, and the Compaſſion due 
to my Neighbors and Brechren in _ 
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The Frſendly Banitow 12 
couls diftrefs, make 'me heartily defirs 
they /would turn their thoughts and eri- 
deavours this way. 1 wiſh "were in 
my Poxer|to contribute to this Coim- 
mon good:2:1 dare not preſume to di- 
mt; however, if 1 lay before them 
fome Means, or-Helps, I hope Chriſtian 
Charity will be ſufficient ro-excuſe me. 
I am very ſenſible, how difficulr ir is 
£0 overcome an 5! Habit z and yet L am 
perſuaded, there's no body,-that fets 
bimfelf ſeriouſly about this work, with 
theapplication.due to ſo great an affair, 
bur, by the Bleſſing of Heaven, wi 
foo” gain -ground, and by degrees be- 
come entire: Maſter of himſelf : But 
then 3 MtT$S&%. »-ct1 a + 22408 
p 1. He muſtmot fail, in frequent and 


fervent Prayers, daily to beg the aiſle - 
ance of. the)Divine Gracejiwhich is th& 


6aly-Remedy of all our evils, and wits 
but which all qur endeavours will 
certainly: be: fruitleſs. 'He muſt often, 
with' David, cry out , - Make "heſd 7 * 
God, io deljveri me, mate Wuit to belp*mp 
0 Lord ';1'PE 10. and as eften-1 
that the Sey.aphim, that touch'd the? 
clean lips of I/x5ab, Ifa."6, 6. will 
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a, Coal front the ſame Altar of God; 
_ bis: lips. and mouth: and purge 
them; from glt iniquity. - +13 
. 2+" As for-Perſons - of Quality, who 
know what, Howor is, and bretvery ſen- 
{ble of every! [thing that touches them in- 
that, poirtg;0ught not they, ta conſider 
bow :unbesoming and” uriworthy it is 
wi - them®z 4requently _ to :diſhonour 
bam,: from.: whom all Honor :proceeds, 
and in; thejv daily diſcourſes to caſt out 
[many indignities againſt the divine 
Majeſty; which, if ofet'd- to-their own 
Perſons, ;they could not. beat: without 
rsge? And as for others of 18 lowes 
rank, vis nat-lefs unreaſonable in them y 
ſince for Worms of the earth. to be-ſo 
often; fiing at | the Infinit. -Majeſty 
of God, is moſt arrogant and Intolera- 
- Þle-: And may.not a ſerious: condiderati- 
en of this be ſome check to this evil? 
4103+ /\What/if theſe Offenders would 
ſome - ailively Idea of thoſe eternal 
\which are prepar'd' as: the Pu- 
4 7 -of- their crimes? and that 
this Map: make a due impreſlion ' on 
ir winds, what if they imagine, os 
Fan, every: Kaſh Oath or Curſe, thas 


comes 


The friendly Panitoz 15 
coiwes out. of their -mouths ap: preſent, 
they wereito” haye a: burning Coal laid orh 
their Tongridsgtho? for five minates only 5 
would not this, :if 'twereto be neallyTo, 
teach themitgbridle- their Tongues and 
fobn fright away their ill: Cuſtot?:-And 
why ſhould not the:thoughts; of Hell; 
with' Rational men, - work 4he ſame.cf. 
fect ? | They are generally: -careful ' to, 
avoid: and preyent. Miſchief ;, and why: 
nat that/aboye all, : which agErerhal?: ©: 
1:4: Why! ſhould not ever p:iman [ſet 
up'a C4374: 10f Fuftice within! dvis; owt 
breaſt and; afithe. Commoniy_atith.bas 
appointed ctattaioi' Pemraltierntps; Ruklic: 
Offenders, ſo- every one. aſſign certain 
Mul&s or Puniſhnents for every Noto=- 
rious or -Scaidalons Sin, which they 
commit > And what if one, that isſubs 
jet to Swearing &c. would, for every 
Sin-of rhis\Kimt{ ne himſeHh, 
to his ability two-pence,. a'grdat;Yix- 
pence, &c. to be given to the Poor, or 
employ'd in any other Charitable uſe ?- 
Would not this, by-degrees, make. 
him more careful; and -for the-ſaving 
bis: Monyi, :oblige him+'to:ofave: by 
Soul? ins 40 , Abit 2rd 
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. Thus anjpht every one, that is truly 
defirous to reform any'ill Cuſtom, find: 
ont 'Meansitoicffettir. And 'tis but ne- 
ceſſary; this "In 'particular ſhould be 
ſerionflyxhought on, fince, like a Con- 
tagiots Diſtemper,. it has over-run the 
greateſt» part” of man-kind : 'tis this 
— I Fioſt Public. and Scandalous, 

by offending all pious'cars of Little 
7 t; molt neceſſarily draw after 
it the Puniſhment of .many Mill-ſtones, 
and make it to have been: better that 
foch men had never-been born, than thus 
eader: tho'Name:of Chriſtians, to have 
rome x5 .and: livd *_ [ETD 
nr | Ly | 
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Fit ext oor ſhall be the $ 
"Drxwkenneſs, : amber 


I Sim Crenth at the Grad 
Popes-head- Alley, over againſt 
; Royal-Exchange, ws 92. "—— 
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PRUNKENNESS 


Drunkards excluded the Comp mp of if God's 
t 


People, and from the Number of the Bleſſe 
Sober Drunkards not much leſs C' 

than Sottiſh ones : Their Sins lay'd open, 
Pretexts af ſuch Drinking ſbew'd Unreas 


re 


[A N Antient Father ſays, Drunkeneſs 


is a Devil; how then canT, nogl, 
ter go about to lay- this Evil | 
rit, thag with _ Word of God in my 
; Hagd 3 
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Hand ? Awake therefore ye Drunkgrds, an 


weep and bowl all ye Drinkers of Wine, Jodi. 


I. 5, For, behold, the Lord of Hoſts has 
pronounc'd Wo 57 apgaitſt you , declar'd}; 
you miſerable and wretched both here, 
and hereafter. . Vii & has ſet a Mark on 
you like Cain, and tommandethis People 
to run from you as from a Peſtilential Di- 
ſtemper : Be+ bt \amongſ® Wine-bibers, 
ſays he to them by Solomon ; Prov. 23, 20, 
And by St, Paul, heEnjoynshem, not to 
keep Company with atty Man that is but 
calPd a Drunkard, 1 Cor. 5,11. And he 
has expreſly cut you off from the Inhe- 
ritance of Eternal Life : Be not therefore 
pot ew ed, fays he,] for neither Thieves, nor 
00, nor Drunkgras, ſball inherit the 
Kingdom of Gad ,. 1 Cor. 6. 9,10. Again 
he repeats this Decree, The works of the 
Fleſh” are manifeſt F, Envyings , Murders, 
mhkenneſs ) of rhe* which 1 tell you, that 
they Whith' do'rheſe things, ſhalt not inheri 
the” Kingdom of "Sv, Gal. 5. 1921, 

*2 Thus -you<Tee+ your ſelves *itr plain 
terms rejected by the Almighty; "and a 
I'wo-fold Sentogce. paſs'd againſt you: 
os wher rby.1p you.are Condemn'd: as un- 
fit. for the of his People, Se- 
rondly, wu 01 2 are for ever 5 

rom 


Wir 
s Drip 
Drinkgrs of - 


*Mforbid the Company, of fuch as are fub- 
ject to this Vice. _ We.read in Scrip- 
ture of the 7ſraclires,having a ſtrift charge 
piven them not to mix with the. Ca- 
naanitez, nor the Hittites, or other People 
of the. Lahd, but to avoid all Society 
with them ; and the reaſon was, that 
thus declining their Company , they 
might” be out of danger of being cor- 
rupted by them, and ſo continwe Faith- 
ful - to. their God, The” ſame without 
doubt. is the reaſon why all good People 
are enjoyn'd not to. company with Drun- 
kards., becauſe their Vice as it is 'moſt 
Scandalous in it ſelf; ſo it is deſtruQtive 
of all Goodneſs; it takes off all Modeſty 
and Shame, which are the common Bars 
Nathre has ſet vp againſt Wicked- 
neſs; it makes him that is Infolent, 
"8 Pronder ; him that is Crnel, Fiercer and 
irritates the Leacher, to the laying aſide 
all thoughts either in regard to Decency 

"WA of 
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or Scandal. *Tis this which pats Fami- 
lies into Diſorder , and _dyaws on them 
Confuſion and Ruin.z*'it drowns Devo- 
tion, overthraws Religion, and like a De- 
luge carries away before it all_ Inclina- 
tions to. Good. In fine, it extinguiſhes 
Reaſon in Man, atid having taken away 
this his G#zde,leayes him to the condudt of 
Blindneſs and Paſſion ; { that .as ſome- 
times he becomes altogether Senſeleſs, 
and like the Idols .of. = Gentiles, has 
Eyes and Sees not, Ears, and Hears not; 
at other times he puts on the Beaſt, and 
becontes more fierce and intractable than 
they; and if one ſhould ſay, that upon 
occaſion, a Man might with as much ſe- 
curity. meet the molt furious . Inhabitants 
of Africk, as with ſome ſort of theſe 
Amphibious Domeſtick Animals ; we have 
had' Too many ſad Inſtances to confirm 
the Truth of it. Hiſtory affords ys'one 
moſt remarkable in' Alexander , who ha-ff . 
ving Two Friends, Clytus, and Lyſima- ;, 
6þus, the one he expos'd to a Lion, the x 
other to his Drunken Self z, and while he ;; 
that was turn'd looſe to the Beaſt eſcap'd, | 1; 
the other fell a Sacrifice to the Fury of J ,, 
kis Diſtemper'd Brain, E 


And 
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And while we ſee this Vice thus an 0- 
pen Enemy to Vertue, and wholly incon- 
iiſtent with the manifold. Duties of a 
Chriſtian Life, we can have no reaſon 
to wonder why there is this ſtrift charge 
given to Chriſtians, of avoiding- the 
Company of all ſuch as are unfortunate- 
ly corrupted with it ; for if there be 
juſt reafon to run. from a Contagion, 
for fear of its Infeftion, there is much 
more reaſon to fly ſuch Company , who 
are little better than ſo many Factors for 
Hell, who trade in Wickedneſfs, and help 
to ruin Souls. For if the Word of God 
expreſly commands Chriſtians to live 
Soberly, ought not they to be avoided as 
Enemies to Chriſtianity , whoſe Life is 
little better than a repeated Jutemperance, 
and whoſe Company: is a moſt certain 
encouragement to Exceſs? If the Word 
of God enjoyns us to live Fuſtly, that is, to 
diſcharge every Duty incumbent on us, 
either in regard to Family, in ſapport- 
ing it; to Children, in ſeeing them duly 
Educated'; to Creditors, in taking care 
that they be Satisfied ; to the Poor, in re- 
lieving-them with what we can Spare; 
to every Neighbour, in giving them good 
Example ; ought not we to fly their Com- 
B 3 panys 
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- pattyg*who: for thie indulging their own 
SottiſhiiHumour, ' teach us to neglett theſe 
Fundamental/Duties, who ſee their Fami- 
ly and*Children wanting Neceſlaries, the 
Poor-Bread , 'and' their Creditors ſtrug- 
ling under the weight of many Mifſeries, 


whilſt 'they are playing the Good- Fellowsin 


-amidFF-their Cups, and moſt wickedly 
throwing/away that Mony with which 
they are bound*to-fatisfie theſe Obliga- 
tions: belonging to their Eſtate ? , Thus 
theyDrink 'away the Comfort of their 
neareſt Relations,Swallow down the Bread 
- of ' the Diſtreſs'd , 'the Blood of- Orphans 
and Widows, and find a way 'by lifting 
up their Hands; to bring as certain Con- 
fafion' ro themſelves and Friends, as Mo- 
fer-did Deſtruction to his Enemies. And 
is it to be wonider'd now, why theſe are 
to be avoided by Chriſtians, theſe, who, 
help to caſt all Morality out of Doors. 
t6 make void all the Maxims of the 
Goſpel, and- bring-amongſt Men all that 
can'be extravagant either of Folly or Mad- 
neſs 3” > 
' Ahd'if on theſe 'and many other welgh- 
ty Conſiderations, theſe Wet Chriſtians 
are baniſfd "the" Company of- alt that 
are Good, have we not much moxe- -- 
on 
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on 'to evnaclude, they*l” be baniffd the 
Society" of- the- Bleſſed "for 'ever 7" For if 
their Crimes render them ſo blatk and 
leteſtable } that they' are unfit for" the 
Converſation of the Juſt on Earth;;' how 
can we think of their-being admitted 
into Heaven, where nO@thing that is-De- 
filed can enter ? St.. Paul, (as you have 
heard,) has ſaid it expreſly, that they 
ſhall nor - inherit the Kingdom of.' Heaven > 
*And S, Auguftiz declares them-t0 bemoſ 
« deteſtabls" in the Sight of Gad3 ane 
©though ſome may think" Drankenneſs ' tb 
{be a light Sin, yet that whoever lies 
* under he guilr' of ir,- and does not fin- 
 cerely repent and amend, ſhall be m6ſt 

* certainly caſt out with Adulterers; -and 
© Murderers, and haye his Portioff with 
© them in everlaſting Flames. 

And if we ſeriouſly conkder this mat- 
ter, what diſpoſition can we find in' then 
for the Life of the Bleſſed, who live there 
like Swine? Is the Bortle and the Pipe'a 
Preparation for Hippineſs?'or are their 
Drunken and* Filthy:Songs, the' wayoto 
tune their | Souls for Allelujak's of Blifs? 
Chriſt commands his Followers to :Deny 
themſelves, and is this Leſſon ſooneſt learnt 
in” Ale-houſes and Tayergs ? Is : Exceſs 
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, The way to Temperance? Is the Loſing 
thier Senſes and Reaſon the means to pun 


en Chriſt? Is the humouring their Cor. i 


rupt «/ rag the way to Crucifie the 
Fleſh with the AﬀeRions and Lufts? Is Chriſt 
thus to be formed in them ? Ah miſerable 
miſtaken Souls, - that thus unhappily de- 
ceive themſelves, who live in the open 
praftice of Sin, are a Scandal to their 
Profeſſion, negle& their manifold Duties, 
and are even Tutors in Evil ! What can 
they expeft of Mercy, who have thus 
flighted all the means of Salvation ? 
Or how ſhall Heaven be given them, un- 
leſs it be in reward of their Wickedneſs ? 
No, thty ſball not inherit the Kingdom of 
Heaven, 

'" Now what has here been ſaid, is not to 
be underſtood only of ſuch, as by exceſs 
of Drinking loſe their Reafon and Senſes, 
but even of all thoſe who give them- 
. elves up to a Habit of Drinking, ſpend- 
ing-whole Days, or a conſiderable. part 
of them. , amidſt their. Cugs , though, 
through the ſtrength: of their Brain, the 
Drink' makes not the leaſt change in 
tbem.: And therefore I muſt deſire theſe 
ſtronger Heads, not to flatter themſelves, 
as if Drinking were Innocent,' as long As 
fe. o they 
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they find their Brains not diſtemperd ; 
for certainly, notwithſtanding this keep- 
ing; their Wits, their Conſciences lie ſtill 
open to the Guilt of moſt grievous Sins, 
in the manifold breach of their Duty, 

And therefore, not infiſting on the baſe- 
neſs of this Brutal Entertainment, which 
is only in the Service of the Senſes, or 
to let them ſee how unmanly it is, to 
be ever Sipping, and dwell among Drink 3 
how poor an Hononr it is to Drink the 
Company Dead ; how unbecoming a Ver- 
tue, to Swallow more Wine than the reſt, 
that is, of the whole Company to be moſt 
like a Hogſhead g I call their Thoughts ay 
preſent to more weighty Conſiderations, 
and wiſh them to reflect how little better 
their caſe is, in regard to Chriſtianity and 
Heaven, than the worſt of- Drunkards. 

1, Lete'm remember, that however 
harmleſs they think this their Drinking 
Diverſion-to be , the Word of God gives 
it. another -Charater, and ſhews its ah-/ 
horrence,. by: pronouncing Wo's againſt 
them them that follow it : Wo wato them 
that are Mighty to drink Wine, and Men of 
Strength to mingle Strong Drink; 1a. 5. 22, 
Where 'tis not only thoſe are condemn'd, 
who by their Intemperance forfeit .their 

Reaſon, 
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Reaſon , but alſo ſach as 'preſerve their 
Wits amidlt their Exceſfes; their ſhewing 
their Srrength , being. here cenſur?d as a 
Weakneſs, and their Abiliry marked out 
as a Folly : So 'that however they may 
pride themſelves as Men of Parts , and 
make ſport of the Company thar's falbn 
under the weight of their Liquor, Hea- 
ven is here pronouncing Woes againſt 
them 3 ſentences them to Miſeries, and 
declares them the obje&t of its Wrath. 
'2. If they take an exact ſurvey of 
their Conſciences, and make a Catalogue 
of their Sins, for which they muſt be ac- 
countable at the laſt day,:Fapprehend the 
difference between them and the moſt Sot- 
tiſh Drunkards, will not be'very conſide- 
rable: For 1. They muſt give an account 
of the waſte of - God's Creatures; all that 
Drink which#is . beyond-"ar Moderate Re- 
freſhment, being a moſt certain Abuſe, and 
contrary to the End for. which twas in- 
tended by the Providence'of God. 2. Of 
the Waſte of Time,whilftthoſe Hours which 
ought to:-havye been employ'd in the dif- 
charge of the many Obligations: annexed. 
to every ſtate, have been:miſ-ſpent in I- 
dleneſs; and when they ſhouldhave been” 
working out their Salyation inthe Pions 
HO 330 Exerciſes 
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Exerciſes of a' Chriſtian Life, have been 


indulging their Paſſions, and taker as ma- 


ny Steps towards Hell, as they kave drunk 
away Hours, which were given them for 
a berter end. 3, Of the Waſte of XMony, the 
expence of their Intemperance; and this if 
we conſider the many legions of Sins that 
follow at the Heels of it, is in too many 


n Sin of the firft Magnitude, and I fear of 


a very Damning Complexion, For how 
can thofe Men anſwer it, who let their E- 
ſtates run out at the Tap ? God has bleſſed 
them with a plentiful or at leaſt ſufficient 
being, and they are ſet over it as Stewards, 
by a prudent management, to Husband ir 
for the good of their Family and poor Re- 
lations, or for the benefit of the Publick ; 
and inſtead of this care to improve and 
diſpoſe of it for its due ends, they prodi- 
gally waſte and deſtroy irto feed their own 
corrupt Appetites and Vices. What will 
they ſay,” when the Lord of all ſhall ſum- 
mon them to appear, when ke ſhall com- 
mand them to give an account of their' 
Stewardſhip, an account of all the Mony 
they have thus ſpent, of the Eſtates they 
have ruin'd, of the Family they have 
brought to miſery, if not downright wans 
and beggary ? Theſe may go on thus 
« Drinking, 
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Drinking, and call it by the ſoft Names 
of Diverſion , or ſpending an Hour with a 
Friend; but *tis certain their employment 
is nothing better than Sacrificing to 1- 
dols; and however they may call them- 
ſelves Chriſtians, the Scripture ſays what 
Chriſtians they are, a ſort that are wo 
than Heathens. 4. If they conſider how mtgh 
they impair their Health by their Drink- 
ing, bow many Diſtempers they bring on 
themſelves, and often become heir own 
Murderers; if they add to this the ma- 
ny Sins of their Companions, who by 
their Example are drawn into Drink; 
* for though they eſcape being Drunk them- 
ſelves,are not they to anſwer forCriminal 
Exceſles of all thoſe who by their Authori- 
ty or Company, were encouraged thus to 
make Beaſts of themſelves; as likewiſe 
for all the misfortunes of their Families, 
which from hence often take their riſe? 
And this Crime is much blacker again in 
ſuch, «s knowing the ſtrength of their 
own Brains, ſer purpoſely to make others 
, Drunk, accounting 1t their Victory to ſee 

Others fall at their Feet-: AbFSanot this 
a barbarous Triumph, to, rejeyce in the 
crimes of their Neighbours 3; QrIt to bc- 
tray thenſ to a moſt grievous Sin, - 
| TNen 
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th AMthen to make Sport of their Weakneſs 2 
ent This is nothing better, than offering their 
; 1. Companions a Sacrifice to the Devil ; and 
whenſoever they go abont ir, they ought 
to change their Phraſe, and inſtcad of the 
invitation of Come, will you drink, a Bottle > 
they ought to ſpeak plain, and ſay, Come, 
will you go Sacrifice ro Hell ? 
" Thus *cis' evident how their Sins will 
riſe wupon the enquiry; eſpecially if we 
add again to theſe, the many Lewd, Pro« 
-Mphane and TIrreligious Diſcourſes, occa- 
c  Flion'd by this Drinking, and other Abo- 
n. I minations toor frequent in theſe Enter- 
al tainments, which if they were to be all 
ij. {vrit on thoſe'Walls betwixt which they 
to are ated, woul@make too long and ſhame- 
fk Eful a Liſt, ' And” what a poor fatisfaRtion 
s, | muſt it then be to Men, tho they be not 
2 Joften Drunk themſelves, to find {6 men 
a | Crimes lie at their Door ? Can they poſ- 
ſibly think themſelves Innocent, who thus 
live almoſt buried in Sin ? Or what fa- 
vour can they expect from him, \who is 
the juſt Avenger of all Iniquity ? Is it 
likely, that Life Eternal will be their In- 
heritance; 'or with the worſt of Drun- 
kards to be caſt out into utter Darkneſs ? 
Neither can the one fort of Drinkers, 
or 
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or the other,--be'able to juſtifie themſelyes; 
notwithſtandiag all thoſe.ſpecious pre- 
texts with: which they pleaſe their own 
Fancies, and encourage themſelves in this 
Sin. For 1. If the end they pretend tg 
Drink for, be. Company or Good-Fellowſhip, 
is not this moſt unchriſtian , while they 
ſee ſo many Sins before them? Is not this 
to leave Ggd. for the ſake, of Men ? Is it 
not to joyn with others .in offending 
God ? Might -not theſe, with as good 
reaſon Drink Poyſon, or-go to Hell for 
Company? 2.1f it be to make Merry, is it 
. Not a great Madneſs to make a Paſtime of 
that which js. the ruin of a Mans Reaſon, 
bis Eſtate, Family. and Soul?. A Man in a 
Phrenzy might -make a Bonfire of all he 
is worth, and Merrily Drink it to Aſhes: 
But for Men of. Reaſon to do it, unleſs 
they find -a way to be Drunk before they 
Drink, is;not eaſily to be imagin'd, 3, If 
it be for the putting away Cares; this is little 
better than renouncing all Religion and 
Goſpels for there Chriſt invites all ſuch 
to hims Come to me, all ye that labonr and 
are heavy loaden, 'and I will refreſh you; but 
theſe Men turning their Back on Chriſt, 
ſeek this refreſhment in the Bottle , and 


expect that from a little Drink, which 1s 
t9 
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to be found no where truly buc.in God. Ah poor 
Chriſtians! and whar a Deceicful Comfort is this. 
which only ftifles your Cares, - bur-.does not.cure 
them ! Ir heaps on you daily new Miſeries, and by 
Jour abandoning God , makes . your Temporal Af- 

i&ion become Eternal z that is,, inſtead of giving 
Relief, makes ir ro be wichour end, 4. If it be for 
the paſſing time away ; this is a moſt ſhameful Re- 
proach ro thoſe that make this Plea, ſince there 1s 
no Man bur what has .or ought, to have ſomething 
berrer than this vile Imployment. How many things 
are there, rhat may be done for the benefit of our 
ſelves or the Publick ? How many ſorts of Study 
that are borh Profitable and Ornamental ? How great 
a work in the.Maſtering our Pathons, and Regula» 
ting our Spiritual affairs ? So that whoever duly 
conſiders his own condition, need never complain 
for want of buſineſs. And here I cannor bur de- 
fire our City, bur-chiefly che Country-Gentry, ro re« 
fle& how unbecaming, nay, how'ſcandalous a thing 
it is, that Perſons whom God has enabled with Ri- 
ches, with Leiſure and with Parts, and given them 
the opportunity. of doing good in their Generations, 
to. become eminent in their Families and Neigh- 
bourhood,and an honour to their Country, ſhould (o 
lay afide all, choughrs of Honour and Goodneſs, as 
to give themlelyes up ro this unmanly entertain» 
ment . of Drinking, paſs their. whole .time in ad- 
journing from one Good Houſe ro another, and haye 
licrle better Diſgourſe, chan Where the beſt Wine is 2, 
How well they were entertain'd the other Day 3 and 
where they ſhall meet to Morrow ? So that whoever 
intends to live Soberly, muſt neceffarily avoid their 
Acquainrancezand for to ruin a good Eſtate, Family, 
Health, Brain and Soul, a Man need ſeek no berter 
Inſtructors than they. This is # point worthy cf 
their moſt ſerious conſideration, and if every = 
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would undertake ro reform one, they would de- 
ſervedly be ftiſ'd rhe true Fathers of their Famj.. 
Ties, and Promoters of the Publick Good. 5$g{ As 
for ſuch as pretend to Drink upon the account of 
ſtriking up a Bargain, there may be Circumſtances 
as the the World goes, that may plead for the Rea- 
ſonableneſs of this Cuſtom ; bur then ir muſt ever 
be with a due regard ro Temperance 3 for when 
Men on this pretext fall into Exceſs themſelves, or 
defign-ro over-reach their Neighbour, when ſofren'd 
with Drink, they'l prove T fear at the end bur ill 
Fraders, whilſt for ſuch perty Sarisfa&ion or Gain, 
they evidently runthe hazard of Erernity. Now jfbe.. 
fides theſe, there are others who dare nor live more 
Sober chan their Neighbours, for fear of being Re- 
proach'd, theſe are a Cowardly ſort of Chriſtians, 
who cannot bear a-Reproach for Chriſts ſake : And 
how will they bear one day, being denied by 
Chriſt, - whom rhey have firſt denied ? for he will 
moſt certainly be aſham'd of them, as they haye 
been of him. | 

Here then I defire all Chriſtians to refle& on the 
Unreaſonableneſs and ill conſequence of this Swi. 
niſh Vice, atid' for ſach as have been guilry of ir, 
to cfcer upon ferious and firm Reſolurions of amend. 
menr, They muſt expe& no ſmall difficulties in this 
Undertaking; bur however, if they once become 
ſo' Couragious as to reje& all Temprations ro this 
Sin in the beginning, and permit nor themſelves to 
venture intro che Company of Good Fellows, they'll 
ſoon be Mafters of themſelves, and remove that 
which otherwiſe would have kept them our of Hea- 
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GAMING. 


Recreation neceſſary, but eaſily abus'd , ever 
Good Men, Gameſters onght not to 

make their Diverſion 4 Buſineſs. The great 
Miſchiefs of Immoderate G aming, Play- 
ing at Cards, &c, on Sundays, Scandalous. 


T wonld ' be very Unreaſonable to 
paſs the ſame Cenſure againſt G#4- 
wing, as we have done in the Two 
former Papers againſt Cur/mg and 

Drunkenneſs ; for theſe are ſo Evil in 
themfelves., that - not eaſie to find 


ves . 
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ſuch Circumſtances as can take off their 
Guttr,-and-excufethenr frombeing high- 
ly Criminal : "Whereas Gamimy in it ſelf 
is Innocent, and the only Evil it has, is 
in the Abuſe of it. So, that it cannot be 
our buſineſs at preſent, abſolutely to Con- 
demn it, but rather to, lay down ſuch 
Caution& As" maybe neceſſatfy far the 
keeping At within its due bounds, and 
preventing ſuch Azyſcs into which Man's 
Weakneſs is too apt + lead him, whilſt 
it runs him beyond thoſe Ends for which 
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e ng&dnot;douþt. therefore inthe 
firſt place to ſay, that Recreations are in 
their kind neceffary ; for {ince neither our 
Minds nor Bodies are able toendure a con- 
{tant toil or application toBuſineſs, with- 
ont ſome convenient intervels of Diver- 
fion.-or Refreſhment, "we arc hence oblip'd 
ſo far to give them breath and eaſe,as may 

fit them for the carrying on therr greater 
Duties with new vigor and life. And be- 
caufe. all ſort of Lawfu] Games , are in 
their” kind ſerviceable for the giving us 
this Refreſhment, hencethey become not 
only. warrantable,but may be in ſome rhan- 
ner neceſſary , if attended with all their 


due circumſtances , as to' Time, Place; 
Perſons, 
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Perſons, Buſineſs, Fc. But becauſe Man is 
too prone to abuſe the beſt of things, 
and work Miſchief to himſelf out of 
that which was deſign'd for his Good, and 
this being the caſe too frequently of Re- 
creation or Games, not only in reſpeC&t of 
111 Men, but of Perſons otherwiſe exemplar 
and good, *twill be very juſtifiable, if I 
point at ſome Conditions neceſſary to 'be 
obſerv'd by all thoſe well inclin'd Perſons 
who are deſirous to prevent theſe Miſ- 
chiefs and Abuſes in themſelves or others. 

8 Having therefore ſuppos'd, that no ſort 

of Games ought to be us'd for Recreation, 
but ſuch as are Lewfwl, it being moſt un- 
becoming the Name of Chriſtian, for Men 
to take pleaſure in that which 1s diſhono- 
rable to God, or injurious to their Neigh« 
bour ; and moſt unreaſonable to place their 
Diverſion in what will one day prove theis 
Rack and Torment : - As- to all Lawful 
Games, care ought to be taken. 

1, That they be uſed ſo far only, as they 
may reaſonably ſerve to recreate and di- 
vert the Mind, and fit it for Buſineſs, but 
not to make a Buſineſs of them. - Hence 
thoſe are very mach to blame, who ſet 
their Aﬀections ſo much on any fort of 
Game, as to be ever ſolicizous and con- 
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triving how they may enjoy this Satisfa- 
Ction,' who put by other affairs of Con- 
cern, and make them yield to this; and 
when any thing happens ſo obſtinately 
crols to their. Deſigns, that it-will not be 
put by, fail not to:diſturband vex them- 
ſelves,and arcout of Humour with all they 
Converſe with. Theſe I ſay, and all others 
of this kind,are very much to blame, ſince 
they ſhew their Afﬀections to be miſplac'd, 
and their Heart to be corrupt and diſor- 
der'd, 

For as to that rank of Men in the firſt 
place, whoſe Livelihood depends on their 
own Induſtry, and on the careful manage- 
metritof their affairs ; is it not eyident,that 
by-thus ſetting their Aﬀections too ear- 
neſtly on Gaming, they become at length 
careleſs of their Buſineſs, loſe many ad- 
vantageous Opportunities , commit. their 
Concerns to .the diſcretion and care of 
Servants, who too often take after their 
Maſter, and can't tell why they ſhould 
be more mindful of his Buſineſs, -than he 
is of his own; .. till by degrees, Trade 
failing, and: the Expence encreaſing, all 
falls to ruin, and they who with moderate 
care-might have liy*d comfortably, are 
forc'd through their il] management, P 

take 
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takes diſhonourable ſhelter, helpto undo 
their Creditors, live Viciouſly, andat the 
end die Miſerably ; tho too often they live 
long enough to ſee their Children reduc'd 
to an ' honourable Slavery: and ſome of 
them, *tis likely, wh&have nat courage'to 
ſubmit to their Condition, expofingthem- 
ſelves, and taking ill-Courſes, *as: their 
defence againſt Want and Miſery, which 
ſeems too evidently to threaten them, 
There are too many Families, God knows, 
that owe their Ruin to this Intemperance 
of Gaming ; and too many are' brought 
to.the High-way and the Stews, to ſeek for 
that Bread , which Gaming took 'ont of 
their Mouths : And if Maſtersof Eſtates, 
and Fathers of Families. could but take 
a true Survey of but half-the Miſchiefs 
- that-are occaſion'd by' this Vicious Ex- 
ceſs, they would be very jealous of gi- 
ving; themſelves any liberty in 'this kind; 
and careful not to let their Recreation be- 
come: their Buſineſs. : | | 

Hence it may be eaſily concluded to be 
a thing: of -dangerovs conſequence, to 
it. Gaming in fovants or ToingenP 
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when .under this pretext of Recreation, 
the love of, any Game begins to ſteal up- 
on them: and they become fond and ear. 
neſt for 4t,; 1s it not to be fear'd, that it 
will 1nſenlibly grow into a Cuſtom ? And 
then, how often /happens it, that what 
thus crept upon them in their tender Ape, 
- gains dtrength "with their Years; and 
what was their Paftime in their Youth, be- 
comes their Buſineſs in their Riper Stare 2 
And 1s' it not: hence, that a great deal of 
irregularity and 11} Husbandry takes its 
riſez: that having now Families and Con- 
cerns of their own -to manage, this ill 
Cuftom gets the better of all; Play is pre- 
ferr'd before Duty ; thoſe that have E- 
ftates, run them out by degrees, and thoſe 
that. have none, having laboug*d many 
Days for a-little ſupport for themſelves 
and their Family ,: upon a little Tempta- 
tion, play it all away.in an Hour? Isnot 
this the Miſery and-Madneſs we ſee too 
often in thoſe of a meaner Condition, 
where the/Man fails not to take true pains 
all the- Week, - and* when on Saturday 
Night "the Good-Woman 'is waiting for 
the returrmof” her Mate, to bring home 2 
Supply*to keep-the Pot going, behold he, 
Good Fellow , has calld in by the _ 

an 
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and reſalying to taks the refreſhment of 
one* Game and a Tankara, comes; fon. $0 
the'end of tits Pay, and: then'goes jogging 
Home with the end'of an old Tunetg)his 
Wite, and on thisand;her Credir ſhes to 
feed on -all the. Week, , with- the flegder 
hapes of next Saturdays bringing a:better 
Return. From this HI Husbandry it is,thoſe 
of this: lawer...Sphereiare oyer-run' with 
Miſery and. Want;; hence ariſe many and 
laſting: diſcontents* within Doars , the 
Woman is fretful and-peeviſh, the Good 
Man ſeeks for Pegce: abroad, and ſpends 
amongſt: his Companions , what- ſhould 
Feed his Family: And in the mean-time 
the Children grow-up, bot like 40:many 
little Bears, withant Care or Education, 
and:help to fill- the World not with Men 
but Brutes. 

But 2dly, As to.thoſt-of a higher rank, 
whoſe Fartune is. anade :to their. Hands, 
they -areilikewifte much to blame, it-they 
give-ahemfelyes the: liberty of cxceſlive 
Gaming ::For tho theits plentifitl Eſbat 
excuſes them fromlabouring for Bread, 
yet-is it not ah unpaydonable;Ingratitude 
in'theni-, to make no-bettet Return to 
Heaven for this Bleſhng ?:God has encom- 
paſyd them with. Good things, and'whatlt 

C 4 they 
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they behold others on every ſide toiling 
for neceſlaries, they fit'in the midſt of 
Plenty and Eaſe';- and ſhould not that 
Leiſure and Time he 'has given them, be 
better imploy*d than in Gaming ? It ought 
to the their care certainly to be able to 
give an account of the” Talents entruſted 
with them, and ſo'to improve their Time, 
as to be as much above their Neighbours 
in" Yerte and all Chriſtiansaccampliſh- 
ments, as they are in Eſtate. But inſtead 
of thus commendably advancing them- 
ſelves, to ſee them otting it: over a 
Bottle, -and daily-throwing away ſo ma- 
ny leifure Hours in no better imploy- 
ment than of Cards and Dice, is ſo unbe- 
coming a Crime, that as it little ſuits with 
their Quality, and argues them to have 
but Narrow Souls, which are thus delight- 
ed in ſuch petty.Diverſions; ſo it is diſ- 
agreeable to all-the Maxims of Piety and 
Religion ; and no-queſtion but he-:whoſe 
daily toil has- been at the Plowor the 
Spade, 'ſhall at the-laſt day be found to 
have been better imploy'dthan . they, 
Would it-not therefore be'much more 
becoming their Condition, toapplythem- 
ſelves-to ſome more Honourable-Exerciſe 
than this,” to take delight in RE 
their 
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their Minds with the Knowledge of ſuch 
things as might benefit both themſelves 
and their Country z and, if they muſt 
divert themſelves for an hour, to take 
care they make not this Diverlion- their 
Buſineſs : Since theſe alſo, like thoſe of a 
lower degree,having their Thoughts thug 
ill taken up, are too often brought to ne- 
gle their Concerns, cauſe. great Diſcon- 
tents 'at home, play away the Comfort 
and Snpport of their Families, and leay- 
ing their Children without due Education, 
or Fortune anſwerable to their Quality, 
entail- on them a certain Intrizance of 
Confuſion -and'Miſery ro many Generati- 
ons. 

Now whilſt theſe are very: often the 
diſmal effects of this Exceſs, *tis but too 
evident how neceſſary it is, in all Ga- 
ming,” to obſerve this Cantion, of not 
letting it ſeize on-the AﬀeRions ſo much, 
as to grow into the” Seriouſneſs of- Buſt» 
neſs. But becauſe there are many others, 
whokeep that.due [guard on: themſelves; 
as te be out 'of- danger of drawing any 
of theſe extravagant Evils on their Fami- 
lies,” and therefore think themſelves, in 
all their'Gaming, to be without Reproof. 
I muſt here put theſe in mind, that _ 
"7 with- 
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withſtanding this their -Care and Coms 
mand of themſelves, they may yet in- 
cur a manifold Guilt, ſufficient to ſully 
that Innocence , which, they think, - ac- 
companies them in all their Diverſions ; 
and therefore, on their account, [I here 
add another : Condition they. ought to 
have regard to, that is, 

2. That in all their Gaming, they ought 
to have that Care and Moderation, as ngt 
to occaſion any Diſorder in the Family 
where they: play. To: apprehend this 
Caution-aright, *tis neceſſary to reflect, 
that every Regular Family has {et hours of 
Eating, of Praying, 'of 'Sleeping, &c, and 
that a conſiderable Good of the Family de- 
pends on. this Di/cipline;; and due Obſer- 
vation of : this Order*, for-that every Fa- 
mily is a:kind of little Republick within 
Doors; and that as:he muſt neceflarily be 
look'd on as an Enemy./to the Common- 
wealth, who;-tofatishe bis ;own private 
Humour, brings Diſorder-and :Confuſion 
into the Government :+:S0-can hehe no 
other than the Overthrower ar-Enewy of 
aFamily,.whoz to pleaſe hinſelf,, takes 
no care what Diſorders he occaſions 11 it 
and by this means brings it in ſome man- 
ner to-reſemble Hell it ſelf; one part 8 
rene 
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the- Deſcription of which place is, that 
it is without Order, 


But this- is not the utmoſt extent of 
this Evil z for beſides the. diſcompoſing 
a Family, I apprehend 'tis often attended 
with very conſiderable Miſchiefs, and ſuch 
as is ſeldom in their Power to remedy, 
who thus indiſcreetly give the occalicn. 
And therefore, - however theſe Perſons, it 
may be otherwiſe Religious and Juſt, ſcrus 
ple not at- all the Praftice. of ſitting at 
Friends Houſes till Ten,Eleven or Twelve 
a Clock at Night at Caras,. &c. but go 
home after -this, flattering themſelves, 
and ſaying, What Evil have we done ? We 
have ſpent an hour in diverting our ſelves and 
our Friends : We have hazarded nothing 
more than we can well ſpare : We have wrong- 
ed no body ;, We bave not fallen into Paſſion, 
xeither curs'd nar ſwore, nor committed ;any 
Exceſs; and where's the harm of all this 
Thus they may-ſtate their own Caſe, and 
pleaſe themſelves with the fair proſpect 
of ſo much. Innocence : Yet.if-rthe true 
ſtate of their Afﬀairs were to belaid be- 
fore them, I fear. they muſt begin their 
reckoning again, and will find, that in- 
ftead of ſomuch Innocence, they have of- 
ten the Guilt to anſwer for of - tranſgreſ- 
ſing all the Commandments. I 
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withſtanding this their -Care and Coms 
mand of themſelves, they may yet in- 
cur a manifold Guilt, ſufficient to ſully 
that Innocence , which, they think, -ac- 

companies them in all their Diverſions ; 
 andtherefore, on their account, [I here 
add another : Condition they. ought to 
have regard to, that is, -: 

2. That in all their Gaming they ought 
to have that Care and Moderation, as ngt 
to occaſion any Diſorder in the Family 
where they: play. To: apprehend this 
Caution-aright, *tis neceſlary to reflect, 
that every Regular Family has ſet hours of 
Eating, of Praying, 'of Sleeping, &c, and 
That a conſiderable Good of the Family de- 
pends on. this Di/cipline,; and due QObſer- 
vation-of : this Order*; for that every Fa- 
mily is a'kind of little Republick within 
Doors; and that ashe muſt neceflarily bz 
look'd on as Ro to the Common- 
wealth, who; to fatishe bis ,own private 
Humour, brings Diſorder-and -Confuſion 
into the Government :+S0-can hehe no 
other than the. Overthrower ar Enemy of 
aFamily,'whoy to pleaſe himſelf, takes 
no care what Diſorders he occaſions 1n it ; 
and by this means brings it in ſome man- 
ner to reſemble Hell it ſelf; one part - 
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the Deſcription of which place is, that 
it is without Order, 
But this- is not the utmoſt extent of 
- & this Evil s for beſides the. diſcompoſing 
: & a Family, I apprehend 'tis often atrended 
with very conſiderable Miſchiefs, and ſuch 
as is ſeldom in their Power to remedy, 
who thus indiſcreetly give the occalion. 
: And therefore, however theſe Perſons, ic 
: may beotherwiſe Religious and Juſt, ſcrus 
' © ple not at: all the Prattice of ſitting at 
; BE Friends Houſes till Ten,Eleven or Twelve 
,& a Clock at Night at Caras, ©c. but go 
& home after -this, flattering themſelves, 
| and faying, What Evil have we done ? We 
liave ſpent an hour in diverting our ſelves and 
our Friends : We have hazarded nothing 
| zrore than we can well ſpare : We have wrong- 
| edn0 body ;, We have not fallen into Paſſion, 
| xeither curs'd nar ſwore, nor committed ,a 
Exceſs; and where's the harm of all this 
Thus they may ſtate their own Caſe, and 
pleaſe themſelves with the fair proſpect 
of ſo much Innocence : Yet.if-rthe true 
ſtate of their Afﬀairs were to belaid be- 
fore them, I fear they muſt begin their 
reckoning again, and will find, that in- 
ftead of ſomuch Innocence, they have of- 
ten the Guilt to anſwer for of - tranſgreſ- 
ſing all the Commandments. I 
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I know they are ready to ask me, 
Where is the Theft, Murder and Adultery, 
&c.in playing a Game at Cards ? And I 
anſwer, If they find themſelves clear in 
their own Conſciences, I haye nothing to 
ſay againſt them, as to their own Perſons : 
But then let them tell me, whether they 
have none of theſe, or ſuch like Sins, to 
anſwer for, in their Servanrts> Theſe ſee 
their Maſters ſpend, almoſt daily, ſo ma- 
ny hours in Gaming, and are not ſenſible 
of any harm in their doing the like; 
hence by degrees they grow 1n love with 
Play, and having ſo many opportunities 
of Practifing, become as they think, 
Maſters of the Art; ſo far, till at length 
they grow ill Husbands, Drinkers, Game- 
ſters, Extravagant, and fall into all ſort 
of Vice : Now ſhall none of all this lie 
at their Maſters Door, who by their 1/! 
Hours and Immoderate Diverſions , have 
given their Servants ſuch frequent Occaj7- 
ons of Idleneſs, and train'd them up in a 
method, fit for the learning all manner of 
Wickedneſs ? v5) 
But theſe Evils, it may be, come be- 
hind at ſo great a diſtance, that they may 
hope the Guilt falls not much on them : 
Let them look therefore on every Nights 
6 Work, 
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Work, and ſee whether nothing of this 
happens, for which they mult be, in part, 
accountable, The Maſters are engag'd 
at their Game till late at Night ; the Ser- 
vants, who 'cis likely were well employed 
at their #/ual Hours, now when theſe 
are palt, have nothing ro do ; they meet 
together, and, if there be but one bad 
amongſt them, he ſets them on ſome 
tdle Diſcourſe, every one takes their turn 
in telling their Maſters Faults, they de- 
fame their Neighbours, repeat wicked 
Paſſages z and often immodelt Stories and 
filthy Songs here take their place 3 here 
they teach and encourage one another in 
evil, and thoſe who brought with them 
pure and innocent Minds, 1oon find them 
corrupted : And who now muſt anſwer 
for the Tranſgreſſions of this Aſſembly ? 
They muſt every one, 'tis true, hold up 
their Hands for themſelves ; bur ſhall not 
the Maſters too be brought in as Promoters 
and Encouragers, who by their il] Honrs 
lay before their Servants the occaſions 
of theſe Evils ? Of theſe, 1 ſay, and often 
more than theſe : For when Servants have 
thus contratted a Familiarity, and finding 
Sleep now draw on with the Night, they 
grow weary of this Entertainment, the 
Meeting 
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Meeting is broke up by degrees, one lies 
down on a Bench, others retire into this 
Corner, others into that; and can any 
one tell me, whether the ill conſequences 
of this Privacy and Retirement, may not 
be much more pernicious than what was 
ated in Publick, Thus may this Innocent 
Gaming be eaſily attended with the black- 
eſt of Crimes; and thoſe Maſters, who 
paſs under the Character of Juſt and 
Good, have Sins to anſwer for againſt all 
the Commandments, for not keeping due 


Order in their Diverſions, 

Since therefore there will be ſome Gaming, let 
him be my Man, who conſiders how much he may 
vencure, and will play for no more ; who thinks how 
much time may be proper for a reaſonable Diverſion, 
withour giving any Deſturbance to the Family of his 
Friend or his own 3 and when that is expir'd,whe- 
ther Winner or Loſer, goes his way, And for the 
Maſter of a Family, let him be the Man, who, Brave 
as 2 Chriſtian ought ro be, ſees this Order duly 
kepr in his Houſe z who is Civil to his Friends, bur 
Juſt co his Family z lers chem know his Hours, and 
yields not from his Dury, in Complement to any 
ones Weakneſs 5 for this he can't do, withour ano- 
ther Weaknefſs as great as theirs. 

2. A Third Condition to be obſerv'd by thoſe thar 
Game at Cards or Dice is, That they Play not on Sundays: 
This is added for the ſake of ſome Perſons, who I am 
rold, ſcruple not thus to divert themſelves on the 
Lord's Day,being of Opinion,there's no more guilt in 
this,than in any other ſorc of Harmleſs Diverſion, ſuch 
as Walking or Diſcourſing. I meddle nor here with the 
Lawfu!nels of the thing 1n it (elf, bat one _y. 

with 
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with all aſſurance declare, that this ſort of Recrea- 
tion of Cards, &c, on Sundays, is what gives great 
Scandal to others: And I think every good Chri. 
ſtian oughr to have rthar Tendernets rowards his 
Neighbour,as nor to give him occaſion of Offence on 
thole days on which all chings ought moſt parricu- 
larly co be doe ro Edifization, 1 know their Plea is, 
Thar if their Neighbour be Scandaliz'd at this, it 
proceeds from his Weabneſs, and nor from any juſt 
occaſion given by them 3 and therefore, if there be 
any Faulr, *cis his and not theirs, 1 anſwer, were the 
caſe really chus, is it net ſill a grear Chriſtian Dury 
in matters of this nature, which no Neceſſity or Oblt. 
gation preſſes, ro have regard to the Weakneſs of our 
Brother ? Sr. Paul was ſo cautious and render in a 
caſe like this, thar he ſolemnly declares, If he ſaw his 
Brother thro' want of Knowledge or Weakneſs, offend- 
ed at his caring of ſuch Mear,which he [awfully might. 
yer on this conſideration, I willeat no Fleſh, ſays he, 
while the World ft andeth, 1 Cor. 8.13.For this reaſon, 
while he ſhews itro be no Sin ro ear Meat offer'd ro 
Idols,at the ſame rime he defires the Fairhful rozabe 
beed leſt by any means they abuſe this Liberty,and become 
« Stumbling-black to them that are weab, v. 9. For thar 
by ſinning againſt the Brethren, and wounding their weals 
Conſcience, they ſin againſt Chriſt, v. 12. If therefore 
Playing at Cards on Sundays, were as lawful as theſe 
Men prerend, yer ought they to take heed, not to a+ 
buſe ths Liberty,to the offence of rhoſe Brerhren,whoſe 
weak Conſcicnces are Wounded by this Diverſion;and 
by this Moderation, prevent that Scardal, which 
they otherwiſe bring on their Church and Religion. 
Secondly, If they muſt have Diverſion on theſe 
Days, why ſuch an one as is fo dangerous and ſubjett 
to ſomany Abuſes,which even the Pijous and Diſcreer 
have difficulry enough ro uſe with Moderation, bur 
roo-ofcen fall intro Exceſs, eirher as to the lengrh of 
Time, or of Heat and 7.i{!;n, Centeſting, Swearing, 
Cqretouſneſs 
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Covetouſneſs, &c. And if there be any that can govery 
themſelves as to theſe Poines, yer don't they b 
their Example encourage others art leaſt ro Play,who 
cannoc? And is this a good Sunday-work ? 

hirdly, How does this Diverſion agree with the 
Precepr ? God commands this Day to be kept Holy ; 
and rhele Men ſpend a conſiderable part of ir at 
Cards. What ſort of Chriftian Holineſs is there in 
this ? This Game would be a Prophanation of a Ho. 
ly Place, how comes it to be a means of Sandifying 
a Holy Day ? Methinks fince God has reſery'd hur One 
Day of the Seven ro himſelf, ir might be much bet- 
rer imploy'd 3 eſpecially roo, fince every Chriſtian 
beſides Praifing and Adoring his Maker,has the great 
works of his Soul and Ererniry to be done on that 
Day : The works of calling himſelf co an account, 
enquiring into the ſtate of his Soul, maſtering his 
Paſſions, regulating his AﬀeRions, repenting of his 
Sins, preparing for Death and Judgment, Reading, 
laftruting and Carechifſing thoſe under his Charge, 
whether Children, Servants, Cc. Theſe may very 
well ſerve for a full employmenc for One day in the 
Week ; and thoſe thar find then time to Play at SP 
Cards, I fear know nor the great work they have to 
do. or art leaſt leave ir undone. 

There are ſome other Conditions I would have 
ſer down, bur I think chey may be reduced to theſe; 
and I cannot bur hope, if Chriſtians would be exa& 
in the obſervance of theſe mention'd, Incon- 
veniences - and Evils might Be avoided, which are 
roo common amongſt Gameſters, and Men would 
find a way to give themſelves a juſt Diverſion,with- 
our entrenching on their Greater Duties, and Flay- 
ing away all Religion and Chriſtianicy. 


The next ſhall be Of the Sin of Detralion. in; 
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THE 
Friendly Monitor. 
Of the SIN of 


DETRACTTON: 


Speaking ill of our Neighbour a Sin 4- 
gainit Charity, againft the Law of Na- 
ture, againſt Tuſtice, Fidelity and Truth. 
Too frequent in the Converſation of bath 
Sexes, Some Direttions on this Subjett. 


Y Derraition I underſtand that 

Sin, by which Men leſien and& 

impair the Credit of their 

* Neighbour, either by Whiſper- 

ings, by Falſe Reports, Stories taken- up 
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diſcoveriag of ſuch Truths, as betray 
his Infirmities, and evidently prejudice 
his Reputation. Now this being a Sin, 
which has over-run the geateſt part of 
Mankind, andinvaded the Tongues even 
of thoſe , who amongſt Men, bear the 
Character of Good, Pjozs and Fuſt, I think 
*tis but reaſonable, it ſhould be expos'd in 
its Colours, that ſo the Foulneſs and Ma- 
lignity of it being laid open, it may be 
deteſted by the Good, and excluded the 
Converſation of all thoſe, who look to- 
wards Heaven, and think of having a 
part in the ReſurreCtion of the Juſt. 

For this end we need only conlider, that 
Speaking to the diſcredit of others, is a Sin, 
not level'd only againſt ſome Branch of 
the Commandments, but even againſt one 
of thoſe main Pillars, on which the whole 
Law depends, that is, the Love we owe 
our Neighbours : And whilſt it overthrows 
this, it likewiſe undermines the other ; 
ſince he that loves not his Neighbour , de- 
ceives himſelf, if he thinks he loves God : 
So that, tho it be but a ſhort, yet "cis a 
clear Caſe, that He -that ſpeaks evil of 0- 
cthers, has neither the Love of God, \nor-of 
his Neighbour in his Heart. And what a 
Ghriſtian muſt he be, who thus, in w_ 
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The Friendly Bonito 5x 
Aft, tramples on the whole Law of God» 
and leaves his Soul void of all Spiritual 
Life? The Life of Charity,I mean,which 
is the Bond of Perfettneſs,and the end of the 
Commandments, and without which God 
can neither abide in us, nor we in him. 

"Tis not therefore ſufficient for a Chri- 
ſtian to preſerve himſelf from thoſe 
more notorious and infamous Crimes, of 
Idolatry, Drunkenneſfs, Fornication, Steal- 
ing, &c.; but, from this of Derraftion and 
Backbiting too : For however this be not 
altogether ſo ſcandalous, and of fo black 
a Complexion in the Eyes of Men, as the 
former 3 yet *tis equally deſtruftive in it 
ſelf, of all Goodneſs, as deteſtable in the 
ſight of God, and as. certainly damns 
thoſe that are guilty of it, as any of 
the reſt; for 'tis the Spirit of God has 
ſaid it by St. Paul, That not only Forni- 
cators,Tdolaters, Adulterers, Drunkards, &c. 
but Rewilers alſo ſhall not inherit the King- 
dom of God, 1 Cor.6,79, 1c. 

Is it not therefore a Caution indiſpen- 
ſably neceſſary for all that profeſs Chri- 
ſtianity, to look ſomething beyond thar 
narrow Scheme of Holineſs, which the 
Phariſeein the Goſpel fram'd to himſelf, 
and went home contented 2 For what if, 
D 2 like 
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like him, they are not Extortioners, nor 
Unjuſt , nor Adulterers > What if they 
Faſt and Pray, and give Alms? Will not 
all this come far ſhort of Heaven, if with 
him over-looking their own Faults, they 
ſeverely cenſure and condemn their Neigh- 
bour ? Will Faſting and Praying take off 
the guilt from this uncharitableneſs 2 Or 
will not being an Extortioner,” or an Adul- 
terer, make Detrattion Innocent ? No, 
this one Sin is ſufficient 'to*pollute rhe 
pureſt Soul; it renders even the beſt of 
Chriſtian Exerciſes fruitleſs ; and though 
there be an exact compliance with all 0- 
ther Duties, yet is not all this ſufficient 
to prevent the diſmal effefts of this Vice, 
For tho? a Man ftiould have all Faith, ſo 
as to remove Mountains, and have no 
Charity, he is nothing : Tho he beſtows 
all his Goods, and feeds the Poor ; tho 
he gives his Body to be burnt, and has not 
Charity, it profits him nothing. 

Thus Nands it then with this Vice of 
Back-biting , Reviling , and ſpeaking ill of 
others, in regard of God and Eternity ; 
for whilſt it diveſts a Man of the Wed- 
ding Garment of Charity, it certainly 
marks him out for one whoſe undyoidable 
Fate will be, to be caſt forth into utter 
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Darkneſs. . And if we conſider it now 
a little more particular in it ſelf, we ſhall 
fill diſcover the unreaſonableneſs of it, 
and other Motives to detelt ir. 

For 1. Is not this aSin direQly:oppo- 
ſit to that Principle of Nature, sf doing 
as we would be done by ! Let but any one 
examin his own Heart, and ſee how he is 
atfefted, when he hears of any that makes 
Refleftions on his Words or ACtions, or 
reports ſuch things, as any ways ſeem to 
prejudice his Reputation. Does not this 
tguch a Man to the quick, raiſe a diſtur- 
bance within him, and often ſtir up fa 
much Gall and Bitterneſs, that with ſome 
Tempers, 'tis not in the mower of Time 
or Friends to make them think well of 
ſuch Perſons any more? A Good Name, 
Credit and Reputation are tender things, 
and there's no touching them ſo lightly, 
but we are preſently ſenſible, and often 
think our ſelves deeply wounded even 
with a Glance, that elſewhere would not 
be enough to race the Skin. 

And is it not then a ſtrange ſort of an 
unaatural Crime in Men, to make their 
Neighbours Faults the common Subject 
of their Entertainment , to be ſportin 
with ſuch Diſcourſes as blemiſh and ot- 
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ten wound their Reputation ; whereas if 
the Scale were but turn'd, and their 
Neighbours were but doing the like of 
them, they would not bear it without 
Indignation ; their preſent Smiles would 
be Suanged into Frowns, and they that 
make it a Paſtime in commenting on the 
Failings of others, would find it to be 
quite otherwiſe, when their own Faults 
were calPd over? Muſt not there- 
fore thoſe Perſons, who accuſtom 
themſelves to this ſort of Vice be of a ve- 
ry unthinking Temper, ill-natur'd, in- 
conſiderate and raſh, who thus deal with 
their Neighbour, ſo far otherwiſe , than 
' they would be done by ? 

2ly. *Tis a Vice contrary to Juſtice, Fi- 
delity and Truth, -For I think "tis a thing 
not to be denied, that ſuch as are for- 
ward in medling with their Neighbours 


Concerns, and diſcourſing-of their Over-. 


ſights and ImperfeCtions, very eften relate 
ſuch things for Truths, which are not ſo, 
They take up Paſſages upon Hear-ſays and 
Reports, and then tell them for Certain- 
ries; whereas there's nothing more cer- 
rain, than that the greateſt parts of thoſe 
Reports are uncertain. Let but any Man 
reflect on what has happen'd to apes Fr 
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this kind, of the many Miſtakes he has ob- 
ſerved in himſelf and others ; and if his ex- 
perience be any thing anſwerable to mine, 
think he may, without raſhneſs, venture a 
conſiderable Wager, that of all the Stories 
he hears relating to Third Perſons, there's 
not One in Ten exaCtly according to 
Truth. ?Tis bt ſounding a thing to the 
bottom , ante ſhall ſeldom fail of 
finding more or leſs than what Is told. 
Paſſion and Prejudice often creep in and 
diſguiſe the Truth ; ſome make Additions 
out of a vicious Habit, and having un- 
dertaken to relate a Paſſage, help it ont 
with the laying on of ſuch Colours and 
Circumſtances, as may make it grateful to 
the Company, and worth their hearing z 
ſo that they ſcruple not to venture their 
Neighbours Credit, for the gaining them- 
ſelves alittle Applauſe, or the raiſing a 
Smile or Surprize in thoſe they entertain, 
How often is it, that Men mix their own 
Conſtruttions and Comments with thoſe 
matters of Fatt they undertake to relate ; 
and then another that is not very diſcern- 
ing, runs away with the Whole, and tells 
it to the next Company for the exaCt 
Truth , and nothing but the Truth ? 
And are there not many, who pretend 
to inform you of what ſach an one ſaid at 
| D 4 . ſuch 
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ſuch a time , of what kgpned betwixt 
ſuch a Man and his Wife , Chil ren, Ser- 
wants, &c. And whilſt they give you the 
aſſurance of telling you nothing, , upon 
their Words, but what they heard and 
ſaw, leave out the particular Circum- 
ſtances or Occaſions of what was ſaid or 
done, and make the thing as unlike what 
it was in it ſelf, as if they.had fram'd it 
all in their own Heads? Thus, whether 
by Miſtake, Jnadvertency., or on pur- 
poſe, there are but few” Paſſages come to 
us, but they are firſt diſguis?d or corrupt- 
ed ſome of theſe ways ; eſpecially if they 
come by Secqnd arid Third Fands; for 
then certainly, like Waters that run 
through Minerals,they receive a TinCture 
according to the Afetion, Vanity, Weakneſs 
or Lightneſs of the Parties, that help'd to 
convey them to us. | 

' And while Matters ſtand thus, do not 
4ll thoſe deal very unjuſtly with their 
Neighbours, whs freely diſcourſe of their 
ImperfeCtions , and help to hand down 
Stories, which are to their Diſcredit ; 
ſince 'tis a plain caſe, they often put them- 
{elves on relating ſuch things for certai#, 
of which they are ſo far from knqwing, 
Lhat rliey have rather reaſon to queſtion: 
C | the 
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the Truth? And tho* the things were 
really true ; yet whilſt there is ſo much 
reaſon to doubt of it, they are unjuſt and 
unfaithful to-their Neighbouts in as ma- 
ny caſes as they contribute to the leſſen- 
ing their Reputation by ſuch Relations, 

But laftly, tho it be more certain, that 
many Perſons are really guilty, both in 
Words and Atftions, of things Raſh, Fooliſh, 
Wicked, Prophane, &c. Yet is it not war- 
rantable , even for thoſe who moſt aſ. 
ſuredly know the Truth, and were Wit- 
neſſes of ſach Extravagancies, to make 
relations of them to Third Perſons ; be- 
cauſe , notwithſtanding all this Truth 
and Certainty, *tis poſlible, nay , often 
likely, they may be yet very unjuſt to 
the Parties concern'd in ſo doing. For 
how often happens it, if we may favou- 
fably judge of others by our ſelves, that 
Men ſpeak and do ſuch things as are really 
very fooliſh and indiſcreer, and commir 
great Overſights and Errors; and it may 
be, the Words are ns ſooner ſpoke , or 
the things done, bur on the firſt RefleCtion, 
they are vex'd, and, within their own 
Breaſts, reprehend themſelves, and won- 
der as much at their being thus overſeen, 
and condema it as ſeverely as any of the 
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By-ſtanders? Now for a Third Perſon, 
in theſe caſes, to go and whiſper, or tell 
openly to others, the Paſſages of ſuch Fol. 
lies or Indiſcretions, is certaialy moſt un- 
juſt ; fince, by theſe Relations, they im- 
print ſuch CharaQters and Idea's in the 
Minds of the Hearers, that in reality be- 
long not to the Perſons of whom they 
ſpeak ; but theſe are as certainly wrong'd 
in their Reputation, as-a Man would be 
in his Features, who by ſome Accident 
turning his Mouth awry, or skrewing up 
his Noſe, ſhonld have a Painter,take him 
in that nick, and tranſmit his Picture to 
Poſterity under all thoſe Deformities. 
And in other caſes, of Men that are no- 
toriouſly ſcandalous, whoſe Follies are as 
publick as their Perſons, 'cis many times 
not. without treſpaſling againſt Juſtice, 
that their Crimes are brought into com- 
mon Diſcourſes. For does not God often 
touch the Hearts of ſuch Sinners, and ef- 
feftually withdraw them from all their 
Errors, ſo that there's nothing, they de- 
teſt more, than the Diſorders of their 
ſt Life ? And now, for ſuch as have thus 
happily obey'd the Call of Heaven , and 
by a ſincere Repentance and Change of 
Life, made their Peace with God, is it 
nor 
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not very unreaſonable and unjuſt, that 
their Crimes ſhould be yet kept a- 
live among Men, and they expos'd, to 
their reproach, at Table-Entertainments 
and Viſits ? God has forgot and forgiven 
their Sins, but not ſo their good Neigh- 
bours and Friends ; but theſe ſtill ſhew 
them under all the Horror of Filth and 
Pollution, when in the ſight of God they 
are ſpotleſs, innocent and pure. And can 
this be done without the Imputation of 
a great Injuſtice, thus in fat, to re- 
verſe the Sentence of Heaven, and to 
make them ſtill Criminals here, who are 
diſcharged above ? And if this be the 
caſe of all thoſe, who revive in Company 
the Extravagancies of ſuch as are truly 
reclaim'd ; 1s it not very dangerous at any 
time to enter upon this Subject of ano- 
ther*s Follies? For who can tell, but the 
Party, however formerly guilty, has ſince 
repented ? There may be Preſumprtions, 
but hardly an aſſurance of the contrary ; 
and may it not then eaſily be, that the 
Perſons thus -reproach'd, may notwith- 
ſtanding all their paſt Crimes, by an hearty 
Repentance, be receiv'd into the Fayour 
of God, and become Stars in Heaven 
when thoſe who ſpeak Evil of them, for 
their 
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their Vncharitableneſs and ITnjuſtice may 
find themſelves caſt out and be miſerable 
for ever ? 

And now, ſince ſpeaking of our Neigh- 
bonr's Failings is 11 its ſelf ſo dangerous, 
that it cannot be ealily ſeparated from 
Sin: For if the Subject of the Diſcourſe 
be any thing that is Falſe or Doubrful, it is 
a certain Offence againſt F#ſtice, , and if 
it be True, it may be Unju## ſtill, but is 
unavoidably a Breach of Chriſtian Cha- 
rity. Is It not a preat Pity, that this 
ſort of Diſcourſe ſhould be ſo frequent A- 
monglt the Profeſſors of Chriſtianity,that 
there cannot be two or three together one 
half hour, but ten to one this is made 
a part of their Entertainment ? And if 
this were the Weakneſs only of thoſe a- 
mongſt them, who give themſelves up to 
Liberty and Vice, and whoſe Life is a 
Scandal to their Profeſſion, it were not 
muchto be admir'd : For what wonder is 
it, for thoſe who live ill, to ſpeak ill too ; 
and to find them both in Words and Ati- 
ons all of a piece > But the miſery is, that 
even thoſe who are of a more regular 
Life, who have an Horror of whatſoever 
ſeems Criminal, who war againſt Sin, 
and by the exerciſes of Picty ſeem feri- 
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ouſly to pretend to Heaven, are yet over-= 
taken in this Snare, as freely begin and 
help on theſe Diſcourſes, as if there were 
nothing in them contrary to Piety and 
Religion. This 1s the Complaint of an 
Ancient Father long ago : There are few, 
ſays he, that are free from this Vice, and 
that live ſo without, Reproof, as to ſcruple 
the laying open their Neighbours Faults : S0 
that even thoſe, who have an Abkhorrence of 
other Sins, live in the open Prattice of th, 
And is not this a great Overſight and kind 
of Stupidity,that thoſe well inclin'd Souls, 
whoſe Thoughts and Deſires ſeem to be 
ſo fix'd on Heaven, as to be exaCt in al- 
moſt every Duty, ſhould fail in this one ? 
That their own Lives. ſhould be almoſt 
blameleſs, and out of an itch of talking, 
to incur the Guilt of other Mens ? To live 
in the way of Heaven,and talk themſelves 
to Hell, and be damn'd for their Neigh- 
bours Crimes, is certainly very il] manage- 
ment, and an Indiſcretion- of a moſt faral 
conſequence. 

And while it is an Evil thus foul and 
impious, is it not again a matter both of 
pity and wonder, that it ſhould have inſi- 
nuated its ſelf ſo far into the Favour of 
that more pious and tender Sex, as to 
. become 
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become faſhionable in their moſt Friendly 
Viſits, and to be one of theTopicks of 
their daily Converſation ? To hear them 
diſcourſe of Faſhions and Dreſſes, of 
Jewels, Balls, Coaches, Watches, Air, 
Weather, &c. is a ſuitable and becoming 
Entertainmeat ; but when they ſummon in 
abſentNeighbours,and every one take their 
turn ſliaging at them, in diſcovering their 
ImperfeCtions, in calling over their Follies 
and Vices, in telling their Hear-ſays and 
Gueſles, in blackning their Reputation, 
and cven murthering them in Effgie ; here, 
methinks, they ſeem to forget themſelves, 
and go beyond the Moderation reaſonably 
to be expected from the tenderneſs of 
their Sex, and Piety of their Education. 
For my part, when I conſider a Man's Im- 
perfections and Failings, they ſeem to me as ſo 
many Sores and Wounds in his Soul 3 and when 
T look on his Vices and Sins, whar are they, but 
fo much Stench, Filth and Pollution > Now 1s it 
not very unbecoming in this Sex, to be opening 
their Neighbours Wounds with their Tongues ; 
to be licking at his Sores ; and when they rake 
ſo much care in perfuming themſelves, ro be fo 
eaſie in turning up a Dunghil , ro dwel in Sinks, 
and be raking in them fo long, till they ſend a 
Srench up to Heaven ? Ir would certainly be 
much more commendable in rhem, as likewiſe in 
all others, ro rake more afcer rhe Good Samari- 


tan in the Goſpel, and as often as, like him, they 
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behold their Neighbour wounded in his Repura- 


tion, to expreſs rowards him a Chriſtian Ten- 


derneſs and Compaſſion, and to ſtrive by all the 
Lenitives and healing methods, ro cloſe up his 
Wounds : To pur in a Word to —_ his 
Weakneſs ; to take off ſomcthing of the Guilt, 
by ſuppoſing ſome Miſtake and Uncertainty in the 
Relation ; and if nothing elſe can be done,todi- 
vert the Company's Eyes at leaſt from fo foul an 
Object, by itarting a more charitable Diſcourle. 
Bur in ſtead of this, to be divertcd in adding to 
his Misforrunes,to tind ſport in having a hand in 
his Sores,and taring open his Wounds,when, "ris 
likely, rhey were almoſt skin'd over and heal'd, 
is a ſort of Spiritual Cruelty, not agreeable ro 
any, bur ſuch whoſe Nature is almoſt Barbarous, 
and who are near to Cannba/s in Religion. 

Whar then is to be done by thoſe, who deſire 
to avoid this Evil ; for it ſeems ro be fo common 
in all Converſation, that a Man muſt decline 
all Company thar deſires ro eſcape irs Conta- 
gion? "Ts neceflary in the firſt place, for every 
One to begin at home, and effectually ro rake 
Care, to cur off all ſuch vicious Liberty in them. 
ſelves, {o as to reſolve neither to begin, nor help 
on a Diſcourſe that reflects on any Neighbour, 
Bur becauſe a Guilt may be here contracted by 
Hearing, as well as Speaking, a diligent Care 15 
ro be us'd in this point, tho ſomething ditierenr 
according to rhe Quality and Circumſtances of 
the Perſons in whole Company we arc, and who 
carry on ſuch Diſcourſes. 

It they are fo far our Betters, thar ro reprove 
them would favour of Arrogance or Ralhnels, 
we ought to be careful not to take any Delight, 
nor 
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nor ſhew any Satisfaction in what they ſay, nor 
by Smiles tro flatter them in their Calumnies ; 
bur rather ro quir their Company, if it may be ; 
or expreſs ſome Diſlike, ar leaſt, ar their Un- 
neighbourly Entertainments. Bur if they ' are 
ſuch, with whom we may freely rake the liberty 
of ſpeaking, whar ſhould a Chriſtian do, on theſe 
occaſions, but become his Neighbours Advocare, 
make the Beſt Plea for him the Caule will bear, 
queſtion the Evidence, which however poſitive, 
1s very ofren accompanied with Miſtakes or Paſ- 
fion 2 And if it be undeniable, bid thoſe who 
are Innocent fling the firſt Srone ar him. Enquire 
who made us Judges over our Brethren,who are 
roo often inthe ſame Condemnation ; and if we 
are not, by whoſe Favour is that ? Turn the 
Diſcourſe our of Doors, expreſs a Zeal for thy 
Abſent Neighbour, as if it were thy own Con- 
cern, ever remembring how good thy Cauſe is, 
whilſt in this thou tighreft rhe-Barrles of rhy 
Lord ; for ir is he has ſaid it, Whatever is done 
to any of his lirtle ones, is done to him. Oh, 
how were it to be with'd, that Men would be 
careful ro follow this Rule, Never to ſpeak nar bear 
iI1 of their Neigbours! How many Bleſſings might 
we expect upon ſuch a Reformation ! How man 
Souls would be made happy ! *Tis by Charity 
we abide in God, and God in us. And as the 
Breach of Charity is a Sin againſt rhe Greateſt 
Precept, ſo ir mutt certainly be the molt Dam- 
ning of all. 
The next ſhall be Of Immadeſty, 
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| Friendly Monitor. 


Of the SIN of 


IMMODESTY. 


"Tis a dangerowm Vice, and requires a ftrift 
Guard on all the Senſes for its Cure. The 
great Miſchiefs of Immodeſt Gazing, of 
Immodeſt Books and Piftures, of lewd Bal 
lads ,  Plays' and Romances. Immodeſt 
Diſcourſe arill Filthy Songs tnrn Chriſtians 
into Devils ; the Miſchiefs they do are ir- 
reparable, how difficult then muſt their Re= 
pentance be ! 


His Vice'in its whole extent, is fo 
foul and contagious, that there's no 
Thinking of is without danger z; Writing of 
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- it is much more pernicious ; and Read. 

Ing it, would be accompanied with evils 
ſtill worſe, and more fatal to all the de- 
fignsof Chriſtianity. And yer, whilſt it 
is become ſo Epidemical, that ir has infe- 
&ted the greateſt. part of mankind, me- 
thinks, it ought not to be paſs?d by Un- 
cenſur'd, but racker deſeryes the ſevere(t 
Condemnatioh;,' ih 'as mi-as the Evils, 
it carries with it, are, above all Vices, 
more Dangergus Univerſal. Since 
therefore it ſe WA » Tſhould oppoſe ir, 
I think it ſafeſt to follow the Method of 
War, in regped of fhdſe Srong Holds, 
which are fortified” by hatore and are in- 
acceſſible, that is, block up all the Ave- 
nues and Paſſes, and fo bring them to di- 
Nroſh, : withaut. expoſing the. Beliegers to 
that. hazard, . which-. a..neeter approach 
would-necell@ily oblige them to. 

_ Thus, while + make: War-againſt. this 
Vick, will __ — —_— 
preſervation-4.: and? make is.my. whole 
endeavours 40'paſſels my filf of alkit Paſ- 
ſes; that. i..ok- all . the Senſes, which arc 
ſo many Ways, by which all Supplies: and 
Succors are convey'd to it, for its Support 
and Strength z »and if -I can-bnt {ecore” 
theſe, this Evil muſt be wedkn'd by: de- 
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grees, and will infallibly fall of it ſelf. 
The firſt Paſs or SenſeI deſire to ſecure, 
is that of the Eyes, which being the moſt 
Actiye of all the reſt, and conveying Poy- 
ſon into the Soul at the greateſt diſtance, 
is that which calls for our firſt care. And 
therefore as Job, making a ſolemn Prote- 
| ſtation of his Integrity in ſeveral Duties, 
\ | &ts the regulation of his Eyes in the front , 
\ || 7 have made a Covenant with my Eyes, 
I Fob. 31. 1. So is it necellary for every 
Chritian, that fincerely delires to be 
faithful to his- Duty in this point, to ſet 
a guard upoa his Eyes,and deny them much 
qt that liberty they are too prone to take, 
ro ſatishe themſelves, and that Corrupt 
Nature, which they ſerve. So that hav- 
ing duely conſfider'd the true End, for 
which Our Creator delig'nd theſe Lights, 
to:Grnide, Dirett, Inform, Inſtrut us in 
all-thoſe Particulars, which are helpful 
towards our Spiritual or Temporal Good, 
we are after this to refleft on the infinite 
ways they may be abus'd, and made in- 
ſtramental towards the bringing the Soul 
into diſorder, confuſion and darkneſs; 
and here a ſhort view will ſerve to inform 
8s, how many ways, and how often it is 
neceſfary to apply the firſt Maxim of our 
E 2 Lord, 
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Lord, Of denying our ſelves, to this one 
Senſe of our Eyes, eſpecially ia regard of 
this evil, which is our preſent Subje&. 
For is not our Infirmity ſuch, that 
where-ever we go, whether for Conver- 
. ſation, Company, Diverſion, nay for 
Buſineſs and Devotion too, whereſoevyer 
we walk , we ever ſtand expos'd, and are 
under a neceſſity, of keeping a ſtrict 
Watch upon this Senſe , for the preſer- 
vation of that interior Peace, which is 
the life of the Soul? And is it not the 
want -of this care , that lays the Heart 
open to many dangerous Aſſaults of the 
Enemy, whereby ſo much of the World 
and its vain Delights creep in, as to leave 
but little room for Vertue and Religion, 
nay even to drive God quite out from 
thence ? So that as a ſmall Neglect 
in this point ſeldom - fails of filling the 
Soul with Diſturbance and Diſtraction, 
ſo *tis molt certain, the indulging of any: 
Liberty in this kind, cannot end but i 
Vice, ; 
Hence they are ſeverely to be con- 
demn'd, who whether in Company , or 
Walking the Streets, allow themſelves the 
Liberty of fixing their Eyes on every - one 
they meet, that carrics with them, either 
In 
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in their Face or Dreſs , any thing of 
Comelineſs or Beauty: And as many as 
they out-walk, that ſhew any thing of 
agreeableneſs in'their Meen, cannot paſs 
them by without turning back and ſtaring 
them in the Face, to their own Confuſt- 
on, in the practice of ſuch a Licentions 
Confidence ; and the Scandal of the By- 
Standers, who ſee them wilfully expoſing 
themſelves to what St. Paul has mark'd 
out as Unbecoming and Infamous in a 
Chriſtian, that is, the Luſt of the Eyes, 
All theſe, I ſay, are ſeverely to be 
condemn'd : For ſince the condition of 
Man, in order to Eternity and Salvation, 
by the Divine appointment, is ſo difficult, 
and the Way ſo narrow, that it requires 
all the Diligence and Care a man can poſ- 
ſibly uſe; and having done his beſt, is 
ſtill to go on with Fear and Trembling z is 
it not a ſtrange Stupidity and Madneſs, 
to ſee Men making the Way ſtill narrow- 
er, induſtriouſly encreaſing to themſelves 
new Difficulties, wilfully putting them- 
ſelves into innumerable Hazards , and 
taking pains to ſeek ſtill more Enemies, 
when, if the truth were known , they 
have already more than they know how 


to maſter ? Are not the Occaſions of Evil, 
E 3 that 
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that are unavoidable, too many, that Men 
ſhould thus look for more? And is not 
the Devil buſy enough in his Snares, that 
Men ſhould thus turn Devils to them- 
ſelves, and become their own Tempters? 
Well may Satan reſt and not buſy himſelf 
with theſe ; for they are forward enough 
to get his work done to his hand, and 
ſeem reſolv'd to have it all of their own 
doing: Why ſhould they elſe take up 
this ill Cuſtom, ſo often ſtop and pur 
themſelves into thoſe dangers, which 0- 
therwiſe are paſling by them? Whoever 
therefore deſires ſeriouſly to ſecure himſelf 
againſt this. Vice or maſter it , mult take 
care to keep ſuch a ſtrict Guard on his 
Eyes, as, whether in Strect or Company, 
to deny them this dangerous Liberty ; ir 
being, for the moſt part, by theſe Win- 
dows that Sin and Death enter-into the 
Soul. 

There is ſtill a farther care neceſſary 
for this Senſe, and that is, the avoiding 
all Immodeſt Books, Pifures or Shews ; 
theſe being as ſo many Snares of 'the De- 
vil , by which Innocence 4s Corrupted, 
evil Inclinations are ftrengthn'd and fed, 
and the heart of maniinftam'd with the 
fire of Hell : So that this Enemy of _ 
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kind cannot deſire to be ſecurer of any 
prey , than to ſee Men bite at .any of 
theſe Baits, For 1s it not evident, that, 

whoſoever purpoſely reads any of theſe 
Books, is ſtudying the black Art, is im- 
proving himſelf in the Science of Wick- 
edneſs, becomes the Devils Scholar, and, 
ander his Diſcipline, is learning to make 
war againſt Heaven ? Is it not by ſuch 
like Pifures and Shews, the Thoughts are 
poſſeſs'd-with evil, the Heart's carried in- 
to all that is foul and ſinful, and takes de- 
light in what it is ſtrictly bound to abomi- 
nate and deteſt > And while they are thus 
pernicious, ought it not to. be every bo- 
dy's care that is in love with Virtue, whol- 
ly to avoid them, as the-Incentives to all 
ſort of Uncleanneſs ? And for this end, 

would not all Maſters of Families dil. ; 
charge a great Duty, in having a watch-. 
ful Eye over all under their care, and, not. 
to permit amongſt them ſuch Books or 
Pictures, but ſeverely to chaſfiſe thoſe, 
who ſhall be found in this. point delin-. 
quent ? For whilſt they pretend to Chri-, 
itian Education, and tp be the Children 


.of God, ought not they-to be puniſh'd, 


as falſe to thir-Principles, wa, by any 


of theſe Ways, * og dly hold a Cor- 
reſpondence 
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reſpondence with the Devil? And were 
it not to be wiſh'd, that eyery Chriſtian 
Government would fo far take notice of 
this Evil, as by Penalties, to endeavour 
the reforming of as much of it as is Pub. 
lick ? For 1s it not a ſhame, that filthy 
and immodeſt Prints and Pictures ſhould 
be permitted to be hung up on Walls, 
and there publickly expos'd for ſale ; 
where they are an Offence to the Good, 
corrupt the Innocent, and are a Snare to 
the Unwary ? where they ſerve to teach 
Children and Youth to be Men in Wicked- 
neſs betimes, and give them an early 
knowledge of what is ever learned too 
ſoon ? Is it not pity, that theſe ſort of 
Books too ſhould be allow'd which are 
thus inſtruttive in Sin, and teach that Sci- 
ence, which every Good Body deſires to 
unlearn> Me-thinks, when I conſider, 
that we are SubjeCfts of God, as well as of 
our King, theſe Books, which contain ſo 
much Treaſon againſt Heaven, ſhould be 
with as much care ſuppres'd, as Libels a- 
gainſt the Government ; ſince Chriſtiani- 
ty ought no more to tolerate theſe deſigns 
againſt Heaven, than Loyalty do's againſt 
the State. And 'twere ta be wiſh'a, that 
thoſe, who throughout Chiiſtendom, ſu- 
| perintend 
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perintend the ſpiritual Aﬀairs, would fo 
far ſtand up for Vertue, and maintain its 
Rights, as not to ſee it overthrown by 
the permiſſion of ſuch Contraband Goods 
as theſe. But however this be, *tis cer- 
tain, as many as trade in them, ought to 
look on themſelves no better than the De- 
vis Fattors; for tho' they get ſomuch per 
Cent in their Sale, yet the Principal Gain 
is for Hell, whether they help to pack off 
more Souls *tis likely than they have Pence 
come to their ſhare. 

But of this kind of Merchandiſe, I 
think, there's none worſe, than that, 
which is Book, «nd Pifure all in one, lewd 
Ballads, I mean, which, being every bo- 
dy's Mony, ſeems contriv'd on purpoſe 
to convey filth into every Corner, to 
teach Children to be Vicious, as ſoon as 
they can read, and furniſh every Servant 
that has but an Half-penay to ſpare, with 
Wickedneſs enough to become chargeable 
to their Maſters, and in the end, to ruin 
themſelves. And that none may be de. 
priv'd of this knowledge, for want of 
Mony , *tis but ſtanding one half hour 
under a Wall, and they may read half a 
dozen for nothing; nay, and for thoſe 
too that cannot read, they have ill wy if 
they 
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they meet not ſome of theſe in their 
walks, ſet off with an excellent New 
Tune, where they have Muſick into the 
bargain, to recommend and help down 
the Poyſon. Now to meit ſeems a thing 
altogether unwarrantable, that when two 
or three debanched Rimers have, over a 
Pot, botch'd up a filthy Song, which 
without Wie or Senſe, is juſt fittedto pleaſe 
nothing above the Beaſt in Man, they 
ſhould be permitted to publiſh theſe their 
Peſtiferous Thoughts in Print and PiCture, 
and have them paſs for Current, as if 
enter*d according to order ; when they are 
fit to appear no where, but in the region 
of Darkneſs, to feed that Fire, which 
will be their Torment, who prepare ſach 
Fuel : And then for others of the ſame lea- 
ven, to go about ſtreets and tune out theſe 
infernal Lays. in the midſt of unthinking 
Crowds and ſet up theſe Walking Bawdy- 
houſes at every Corner, nay and under 
the very Church Walls roo, in defiance of 
that Goſpel, which is there preach'd, as 
if they meant nothing leſs than to,undo all 
the Sunday Lectures with a Song, 1s a 
thing intolerable, and ſo oppoſite to all 
Religion and Goodneſs, that till the Pub- 
lick ſhall think fit to expreſs its Zeal a- 
gainſt 
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gainſt it, 'ris but neceſſary every private 
Perſon fhould decline all ſuch Aſſemblies, 
where there's no approaching but at the 
expence of Modeſty and Shame, and the 
Scandal of all that are Good, who know, 
that after all the Sport and Noiſe, there's 
nothing elſe meant, but the Cheap Invi- 
tation of, Who'll learn to go to Hell for a 
Halfpenny ? 

There's too much of this ſart of InfeCti- 
on too in Romances and Plays, tho? ſet off 
here in a much better Dreſs, which ren- 
ders them ſtill the more dangerous in as 
much as thoſe Ingenious Covers of Wir, 
with which the Poyſon is there pilded, 
helps to carry it down with more eaſe and 
delight, and to fink ir ſo deep in the Soul, 
that *tis not in the power of time to work 
it out, or make it be forgotten. And 'tis 
theſe Immodeſt Sprinklings, theſe Inde- 
cent Suggeſtions, which makes theſe En- 
tertainments, that would otherwiſe be in 
ſome ſort juſtifiable, to be many times 
prejudicial to Vertuous Inclinations, to 
be the Corruption of Youth, and to caſt 
ſuch ill Seed in the Minds of the moſt re- 
ſery'd, that the Fruit it brings forth, I 
fear is not ſo very Chriſtian as it: ſhould 


be, or as ſome pretend, who ſay, they go 
ro 
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to thoſe Diverſions to be inſtrufted in 
Goodneſs and Vertue : For certainly their 
Eyes and Ears muſt be very great Chy- 
miſts, {o entirely to ſeparate the Good 
from the Evil, as tolet none of the Droſs 
and Filth go down with what is pure and 
Spirit, and prevent all the good Effefts of 
it in the Soul, But however they may be 
Skill'd in this, I cannot but think, if they 
ſincerely deſire their own Good, they 
might learn much more of this at kome, 
with a Good Book in a Corner, at a cheap- 
er rate, and with more ſecurity, But 
what, muſt no Diverſion then of a Play 
be allow*d to Younger People, and others 
that have leiſure ? They muſt expect ma- 
ny clamouring Adverſaries, that anſwer 
this in the Negative. But this Caution 
then I give, that they be careful to chooſe 
ſuch as are Innocent, and go but ſeldom : 
For, believe me, thoſe that go to all 
Plays indifferently, and grow fond of this 
Entertainment , mult needs run a great. 
hazard of defiling all that is good within 
them, and betray in themſelves a very 
Corrupt and Idle Inclination, who can find 
no better Employment than living in a 
Play-honſe, And I can think but little 
better of thoſe who delight in no other 

Books, 
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Books, bnt in reading Plays and Romances ;, 
for beſides this particular Miſchief, we 
here ſpeak of , they are apt tomake vain, 
airy and giddy Brains, put people upon 
extravagancies, keep Youth from ever ſet- 
ling, and prepares them for Dreaming, 
as long as they live. 

Hitherto as to the Eyes; but after this, 
there 1s ſtil] a great care to be us'd inthe 
Government of the Tongue, in order to 
preſerve the Soul Pure and UndefiPd ; fo 
that whoever deſires to make one of that 
Bleſſed Number of the Clean of. heart , 
muſt, with David, ſet a Guard over his 
Lips, and by no means ſuffer any Tndecens 
or Immodeſs Word to come out of his 
Mouth. This is the Command of St. Pax, 
who enjoyns all thoſe, that think of learn» 
ing Chriſt, To let no Corrupt Communica= 
cation proceed ont of their Mouths, and that 
Uncleanneſs be not once nam'd among ſt them, 
Epheſ. 4. 29. 8, 3- This he repeats again 
Colofſ. 3. 8. Where his Command is, Put 
off Anger, Wrath, Malice, Blaſphemy, Fil- 
thy Communication out of your Mouth.” Is 
it not plain then, that if this be one of 
the Conditions requir'd for the laying a- 
fide Infidelity and becoming a Chriſtian, 
that whoeyer permits in himſeli, the > 
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bir of Corrupt Communication, of Immodeſt Diſ- 
courſe, or even Naming what is Filthy, is ſo much 
of an Infidel ſtill, fo far an Enemy to Chritt, 
mſtcad of being a Chriſtian ? 

Aid 1s it nor moft furprizing then, to ſee how 
frequent this is atnongſt thoſe, rhar profeſs this 
Name ; molt abominable -ro hear them, with- 
our any refpect ro God's Command or regard to 
their Souls, -ralking , like Heathens, like Beaſts, 
nay like Evil Spirits; for what clſe is this, bur 
the Language: of Hell, rhe Communication of 
Devils ? And who art thou, Chtiſtian, that pre- 
rendeſt ro ſerve thy God, and art bound by his 
Law, to {peak nothing bur zo Fdification, and att 
lo ofren , amongit rby Companions, beginning 
and helping on. theſe filthy Difectur/es , as if thy 
buſineſs were, nor, zo-ſerve,and konour, bur ro 
ure and, provoke thy God ?; For tell me , if 
ftiou Wert a Fiend, what coitfdt rhou do more? 
Thow art by this, a Contemy*t.' of thy Maker, 
an- Enemy to thy ow” Sul 4, a Promorer of 
Wickednets and a. Temper. of the: Brethren : 
And what beyond this, canft,thou have more ot, 
a.Devil; but his Puniſhment 2 And: canſt thou 
want this long, who art thus treaſuring up te 
thy ſelf Anger in the day of wrath ? Deceive nar 
Herefare thy ſelf with rhe Name of Religion, "be 
notfarterd with thy Praying or gvod Deſions $ bur 
ether .effetrally rake carexoamend this eval, or 
beleve not thy (clf to be a Chriſtzan; | 
_And-is he any better, who, tho he will; ngr 
ralk ſmurrily, yer is ever ready with a- filthy 

, to make ſport among{t' his Friends ? His 
gion may be Good, bur he's cerrainly no 
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better-than a Judas, who thus berrays the Cauſe 23 
of his Maſter, who raiſes oP the Devil in as mas 

ny hearts as there are Hearers , and turns a 


Friendly and Chriſtian Entertainment into a Gne-__7 
ſtick; Meeting or Feaft of Priapus. And however 7% 
this fort of men may pleaſe themſelves, in the 
many Smyles they raiſe and the Diverſion they 
give the Company ;-yer if they would bur once 
lerionſly confiider the part they act, and the fe» 
verity of that Judgmcnt, which will one day 
gut a long Period 19 all their Merriment, theo 
enc, I think, would ſoon be chang'd, and rhey; 3 


». 


be willing to. make choiſe of an Innocent Sobri- "Fg 
ety, rather than go on in the deluſion of this RM 
Bruriſh Mirth and debanch'd Madneſs. For are >; 
nor they the moſt miſerable of all Smners.; their 
Crime being ſuch, as. to render all rhe means of 
Retonciliation and Repenrance in fome manner 
ro-them impotſible ? For ſuppoſe they endeavour” 
to amend and repent of this their Perſonal Fault.,. 
and now begin ro hope all is well 3, What-willh 
their condition be, when at the hour ob Death 
ſhall. be laid before them; all the Sins they have” © 
causd, wherthcr by Inmodeſt Diſcourſe 'or Songs, : 
in others:; when rhey ſhall fee many Souls, al-" 
ready 'in the Torments of Hell, that have been 4 
condetna'd ro rhoſe Pains, for Crimes which: 8 
they have occationd in them? O G De 4 
Contufion and Deſpair will begin | ro-Sexze Ab. 8 
that rite, when they ſhall find rheir Reppucancgy # 
ſo far ſhorr of their Sins? How will they then +3 
think themſelves unfic for Heaven, by whom fo: 8 
many burn in Fcll 2 Dcliver, O Lord, all Chri-=& 
ſtians from this dereſtable Vice, and teach ew p 
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that are guilty of It; not to truſt to an imperfe& Re. 
dentance. - 


= Beſides this, there is a Reſtraint to be had on the 
other Senſes : On the Hearing, ſo as not to bear 
with any ſort of Immodeſ# Talk or Sings ; but either 
Swpenly to divert or ſilence it, or, at the leaſt, with. 
Badraw from ſuch wicked Company : On the Hands, 
$0 asnot to allow them the leaſt Liberty of any thing | 
P that has but the Shew of Evil, or can poſlibly be 
pETuſpeted of decency. And here, not to think of 
har is In private,is therenot want of a great Refor- 
mation as to thePublick ; this ſort of /mpudence bein 
grown ſo-Common, that 'tis not ſafe for Modeſty an 
Fertue to appear abroad without a Guard, to defend 
them froimthe Infolencies and Abuſes of thoſe Liber- 
Fines, who walk the Streets 1n the Spirits of the Devil, 
about like him and ſeeking whom they may 
devour ? | 
2+ Thus if all the Senſes were kept in order, and the 
PL or Tmagination not permitted to entertain 
an thing of- Evil, there might be ſome hopes of 
S&iumphing over this Vice of Impurity, which at 
EEpteſent, tothe ſhame of Chriſtendom, has got ſuch 
Poſſeſſion, that ir abounds both in Slaves and Mar- 
xr: too; dragging ſome through infinite hardſhips, 
for its Support and Maintenance ; and drawing 
others into ſuch Filrhy Diſeaſes and Torments, as, 
Litmay be, exceed the Invention of the greateſt Ty- 
rents ; and where can theſe Torments end but in 
=dthers Erernal? Thus dear pay ſome for .Damna- 
tion. Oh, that men . would ſeriouſly think, and 
not loſe their 'Souls, for the ſatisfaQion of living 
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